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When Hosanna Industries was born 28 years ago, two words were coupled together in an 
attempt to bring enduring identity to a newly-founded mission.  “Hosanna” is the ancient Hebrew 
word that Jesus heard the crowd crying out as He entered Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday.  It 
is a word of faith that means, “Rescue me; save me, Lord!”  “Industries” is a word that refers to 
the energies of work, production, skill, giving, and effort in bringing help to those who need God’s 
help in today’s world.  It’s a very simple combination of words implying an equally simple formula 
for compassion-based mission in these days:  faith + work = God’s response to the desperation of 
the human condition.

We’ve tried through the years to bring our faith to the doing of a lot of great work, and in many 
important ways, through your working, praying, giving, and volunteering, you’ve been an integral 
part of that effort.  Humbly and more gratefully than my words can adequately express, I thank 
you.

Hundreds of new homes have been built, thousands of existing homes repaired, hundreds of 
thousands of believing people have rolled up their sleeves through the years to help the needy and 
to work very hard in the name of the Lord to get the job done, and I applaud that great and 
gregarious effort, but I do so cautiously.

Our work should never become more important than the wonder of God’s grace, more pressing 
than the beauty of God’s love.

Sometimes the work itself, the human effort, can become the ultimate aim, and when that 
happens, terrible things can occur.  Work can become an idol, a false-god, and our attentions can 
be distracted from the divine to the base.  

When I think about the mission’s work through the years, the item that first comes to my mind is 
the swinging of all those hammers and the driving of all those nails!  We didn’t keep count, but a 
little fair estimating and arithmetic tells me that we’ve probably driven somewhere in the 
neighborhood of about 10 million nails through the years!  That’s about 20 tons of nails, or 1428 
pounds per year, 120 pounds per month, 30 pounds per week.  That’s a lot of driving and a lot of 
work.  I hope it’s been good work.

Today is Good Friday.  2000 years ago, an innocent carpenter turned preacher died on a Roman 
cross.  He didn’t deserve to be executed.  He committed no crime.  He was only 33 years old, but 
He made some very powerful people want to eliminate Him, and for a while, they did.

That was bad work.  Somebody had to work hard to trump up false charges.  Somebody had to 
work hard to antagonize a crowd.  Somebody had to work hard to craft a rugged cross.  
Somebody had to work hard to forge those spikes.  Some unfortunate soldier had to work hard 
to seize a hammer in one hand and drive three large nails, one through each of the wrists of that 
young man named Jesus, the third through the metatarsal bones of both of His feet.  That’s what 
crucifixion involved back then.

Bad work.  Ugly work.  Shameful work.

It would be very easy to despise that work and condemn the workers except for one plain fact.  I 
was there.  Maybe you were, too.

Sometimes we’re fortunate enough to conduct good and faithful work, but sometimes our work 
strives after things that aren’t so good, things that might even be bad, dishonorable, unhelpful, or 
self-promoting.

Thank God for the three nails that crucified Christ.  The gravity of human effort meant it for evil,
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The Real Worth 
To each and everyone of you who helped and visited me.  I love all of you.  The repairs, the gifts, 
the food.  It’s so very appreciated.  I’m very grateful for all the kindness you all cared about giving 
me.  The beautiful young couple who visited me with our gifts was precious.  Keep up the 
wonderful, caring, very needed work you all do.  It made my home better and put my worries at 
peace.  You are all angels sent from above.  You’re all great.  Luv ya all bunches and bunches. ~Joy

We would again thank you for the wonderful job you did for me and my family.  It was greatly 
appreciated.  You all worked together so nice and friendly!  We still can’t believe you gave us a 
nice kitchen.  I waited so long to get one and I finally received one.  I hope to stay in touch with 
you.  God bless all of you.  ~Janet

We had a wonderful time meeting Adrian yesterday.  We ended up spending the entire afternoon 
together! He showed us photo albums and we shared stories, belly laughing ourselves to tears. 
We had such a great time together.   We plan to meet again and keep the conversations rolling. 
Adrian is the type of person who can floor you with the things he says, and they just roll off his 
tongue.  I am inspired by his comfort, showing vulnerability. Adrian was so grateful for Hosanna, 
the mission and the gifts, meat and gingerbread house. He wanted to give back so he gave me a 
pair of earrings that were his wife's.   They are hearts and they are lovely.   He told us how 
fashionable she was and how he has been gifting her things to family and friends to remember 
her.   Another moment when Adrian knocked our socks off is when he said, "I'm lost.  I'm lost 
and I'm not afraid to say it.  Because when I am lost I go back to the beginning.   My wife said 
one of the things about me is I always know when to go back to the beginning, and the beginning 
is the word of God.   So I am lost and going back to the beginning.”  My husband and I could 
listen to Adrian talk for hours (as we did).   We are now talking with God about our new friend 
and his struggles and how we can serve him further.  Thank you for this new friendship and for 
what Hosanna is doing.  Please keep Adrian in your prayers.  ~Sarah
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but God meant it for good.  That one nail stands as a reminder of God’s forgiveness for all the wrong I’ve ever done.  That second nail 
stands as a reminder of God’s forgiveness for all the wrong ever done against me.  That third nail stands as a reminder of God’s 
forgiveness for all the sins of the whole human race, the entire weight of all the world’s wrong.

Three nails.

May the eternal meaning and the profound mystery of those three nails and what God accomplished with them break upon your 
consciousness like the dawning of the first Easter morning, throughout this sacred season, dear Hosanna friend.

~DDE

Construction Update 
I know you have learned by now that Hosanna means, “Rescue me; save me, Lord!.”  
Throughout this newsletter you will read about many times Hosanna cries have been 
answered.  This is only because some people have been willing to put aside their 
embarrassment and fear and ask for help and others have been willing to open up their 
hearts to provide that help.  Thank you for whichever side of the need you are on.  You see, 
we who serve as mission workers at Hosanna Industries believe that our faith and work are 
inextricably tied together.  We need those who are crying out for help to provide us with a 
place to serve and we need donors, volunteers and those who pray for us so that we will 
have the resources necessary to serve.  Thank you for all the ways you have blessed us so 
that we can continue to express our faith, serve the Lord, and help His children in need.

Through Hosanna’s construction program we have served 42 households to date in 2018.  
We have replaced eight furnaces and seven hot water tanks already this year.  Can you 
imagine living through January without heat in your home?  The average temperature in this 
region was about 25°F.  Can you imagine the strain of not having a working hot water tank?  
If you want to bathe, you’ll need to heat many pans of water on your stove to make even a 
small bath.  I’m sure Delores, Mary, Mae, Elvin and all the others who now have heat and hot 
water are very grateful for your support of our mission!  We’ve also done flooring 
installation, plumbing repairs, handicap accessibility, drywall hanging, window replacement, 
exterior door installation, painting and kitchen renovations.  On behalf of all the people we 
have been able to help this year because of you, thank you!

News from Hosanna Gibsonia  
Hosanna Gibsonia has so much to offer!  The peaceful setting, the caring instructors, the 
opportunity to learn new skills, the joy of creation - all of this and much more can be found 
at Hosanna Gibsonia.  Upcoming evening classes are pour painting, woodshop, and yoga.  If 
you are interested in day time classes we would love to hear from you.  Call Emily at 
724-770-0262 or email her at emily_safran@yahoo.com.  You can follow Hosanna Industries 
Gibsonia on Facebook so you get regular updates or check the events page of our website:  
http://hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-events/.  Then you can learn new skills, meet new 
people and get creative.  That’s what Robin says Hosanna Gibsonia does for her!

Hurricane Harvey 
Hurricane Harvey ripped through the Houston area of Texas in August of 2017.  Hundreds 
of thousands of homes were damaged.  About 12,000 were completely destroyed.  It hit 
Port Aransas, near Corpus Christi with 130 mile per hour winds and caused storm surge of 
12.5 feet in Aransas County.  The total damages from this horrendous hurricane are 
estimated to be $180 billion, making it the second most destructive storm to hit the United 
States.  Hosanna Industries knew we had to do something about the suffering of the people 
inflicted by the natural disaster.  We began fundraising and searching for just the right 
households to help.  The Lord provided.  With support from many individuals, churches, and 
foundations the staff of Hosanna Industries was able to help John and Sylvia.  An extension 
cord run from John’s house to Sylvia’s provided the only electricity Sylvia, her mom and 
daughter had since the hurricane caused severe wind and rain damage to the homes.  In 
four days Hosanna Industries staff and volunteers from Meridian, Plain Grove, Jamestown 
and Mingo Creek Presbyterian Churches completed about $110,000 of market valued 
construction work.  We roofed, installed new windows, upgraded the electrical systems, 
repaired drywall, painted, installed new cabinets and countertops, and floored.  We 
transformed these wind and water damaged structures into safe, secure homes once again.  
We changed Hosanna cries into Hallelujah’s.  Thank you to all who prayed for us, 
volunteered with us, and supported these endeavors.  

Benefit Events 
We are not only busy at Hosanna with the work we do to answer the cries of our neighbors 
in need.  We are also busy planning and preparing fun, friendly and relaxing special events that 
help to benefit the mission and all those we serve.  

In November we hosted the Festival of Trees with more than 50 beautifully decorated 
Christmas trees, appetizers, and live music.  This family-friendly event that helped put everyone 
in the Christmas spirit raised more than $20,000 so we can continue sharing the love of the 
God with hurting people.  Then in February we held our second annual Galentine’s Day event.  
This event gives women an evening out, allows us to show our appreciation for them, and 
provides a little pampering time.  Additionally this year about $3000 was raised so we can 
continue to answer those desperate Hosanna cries for help we hear every day.

Hosanna Industries’ Fourth Annual 5K will be held at North Park near the Harmar Pavilion on 
Saturday morning,  April 7.  If you haven’t registered yet, you are welcome to come between 
7:30 and 8:30 AM individually, with friends, or with the entire family and sign up right there to 
run or walk the relatively flat course.  Each participant will receive a voucher for a food item 
from Chick-Fil-A, a one day pass to the YMCA in Cranberry, and the knowledge that they 
were a part of helping their needy neighbors as we hope to raise $11,000.  Sign up today for 
this fun, heart-healthy event for the whole community.

Our Third Annual Enchanted Tea will be held on Saturday, May 12 from 11AM to 1PM.  Tea, 
delicious sandwiches and scrumptious sweets will be sure to delight the tastebuds.  Soft music, 
beautiful decorations, and a few fun activities will make this day delightful.  Treat your mom to 
tea at Hosanna and help us to help people crying out in today’s world.

Please mark your calendars and consider attending or sponsoring these other upcoming 
events, too.  Our Sporting Clays event will be held on June 2 at the Rochester Sportsmen’s 
Club.  Participants will shoot 100 clay pigeons from 16 different walk-through stations on the 
sporting clay course featuring a variety of pigeon presentations.  

All of these events benefit the mission of Hosanna Industries and bring good news to the 
needy.

New Sculpture Coming to HG 
You are going to want to see this!  Our mission workers are always growing and learning.  We 
love trying new things, learning new skills, and finding new ways that we can serve the Lord.  
This winter has been no different.  Working with Jack Mayer, a sculptor from New Alexandria, 
our staff is creating a 14 foot sculpture of Moses.  When we acquired the Gibsonia property, 
the late sculptor, Janet DeCoux had left an unfinished piece of work behind.  The head of 
Moses as envisioned and created by Janet was resting in the gallery.  In honor of Janet and 
with gratitude for the example of faith portrayed by Moses of old, our mission workers have 
undertaken the great task of finishing this sculpture.  Look for updates.  The sculpture will be 
installed at Hosanna Gibsonia in the coming months and you will want to see this piece of art 
and allow it to impact you. 

Volunteering at Hosanna 
We take so much for granted every day.  We don’t realize how blessed we are and we often 
don’t know how much our work helps another person.  Hosanna recently had the joy and 
privilege to work with a new volunteer, John.  He served with us for a week painting trim, 
weedwacking, cleaning up garbage, doing whatever needed to be done.  Many years ago John 
had a mental breakdown.  He is on medication, his doctors have severely limited his activities, 
and now he is battling skin cancer.  At dinner the last evening we were together John 
announced that this week was life-changing for him.  He shared about his past with us.  He 
now saw himself in a new light.  He enjoyed serving.  He had seen that he had more to give 
than he had previously realized.  He intends to go back to work.  The work John did with us 
wasn’t glamorous, it didn’t require a high-level of skill, but it was life-changing.  John helped 
two households who were in desperate need and his life was transformed.  I’m sure that 
when he came to volunteer he didn’t even realize he was calling out, “Rescue me now, please,” 
but his Hosanna cries were answered, even as he was answering the cries of two other 
homeowners.  Thank you to all who have ever volunteered at Hosanna Industries and to you, 
John, for sharing your story with us.  We are so very grateful.  If you have a heart for others 
and would like to serve with us, we would love to hear from you.  You can learn more on the 
volunteer page of our website or by calling the office at 724-770-0262.
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