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As I write these words, Hurricane Irma is churning its ferocious path across the Caribbean waters, bearing 
down toward a certain Floridian landfall with recorded windspeed of more than 150 miles per hour and the 
potential of a predicted 20” of catastrophic rainfall.  Further out in the Atlantic Ocean Hurricane Jose is 
gaining energy as it travels westward to destinations as of yet unknown.  In the Gulf of Mexico, Hurricane 
Katia is threatening the northeast coast of our southern neighbor, where not very far from that location 
Hurricane Harvey decimated the Houston and surrounding regions just two weeks ago.  Just last night, the 
strongest earthquake in more than 100 years stealthily struck the southwestern side of Central America, 
causing as of yet unreportable levels of loss of life and property.

Millions of people are variously evacuating, preparing, escaping, “hunkering down”, watching, waiting, 
remembering, forgetting, and grieving.  All of them are hurting, in one way or another, from hardships never 
fully anticipated but now as real as rain.

Closer to home, I’ve witnessed mission workers and volunteers, laboring hard all through the summer in all 
kinds of conditions, helping poor households in the Southwestern Pennsylvania area who have been 
suffering for a very long time from the ugly and disastrous effects of poverty.  While helping with these 
efforts, I’ve also seen hundreds of people travel far from their homes to volunteer with the Hosanna 
workers in bringing much-needed help to the households who suffered from the catastrophic flooding in 
Richwood, West Virginia a year ago.

Still closer to my heart, I’m aware of a husband and a wife, both in their 90’s, who after living together for 
nearly 75 years are no longer under the same roof.  The worsening of dementia has made it necessary for 
one to leave the other in order to receive professional care in a nursing facility, and the quiet, painful 
calamity of separation, loss, grief, sorrow, and loneliness threatens the coastlines of old souls.  Another dear 
friend, beset with the uninvited changes of age and decreasing physical condition, struggles with the tension 
between trying to live life independently or surrendering to this painful challenge by transitioning to an 
assisted-living environment.

Just last week, I spoke to a man whom I have known all my life.  He is about my age, has enjoyed physical 
health through the years, lives in his own home, and works hard to make a living.  Three months ago, he 
found himself not feeling very well on an ordinary, seemingly routine day of his life.  The next day, he 
mysteriously felt worse.  The next morning he could not get out of bed because his legs wouldn’t move.  
Apparently, a very rare neurological condition attacked his system and now he is adjusting to what may very 
well be living out the rest of his years in a wheelchair.

All of these natural and personal disasters are tribulations that we experience in this world.  No one is 
immune from catastrophe.  There is no inoculation against loss and hardship.  Hurricane Irma will be utterly 
impartial toward millionaires and paupers alike as she unleashes her fury upon Florida over the course of 
the next three days.

My dearest friend once said, “In this world you will have tribulations, but be of good cheer, for I have 
overcome the world.”  Jesus, the Carpenter of Nazareth, knew that tribulations are not possibilities, they 
are eventualities.  Sooner or later, we all know or will know what it’s like to be lost in the storm of a 
hurricane, or the storms of the soul where advanced age, decreasing physical health, poverty, hardship, job 
loss, confusion, anger, or piled-up resentment crash upon the human heart.  They all lead to the same place:  
tears, anguish, despair.

That’s where Hosanna comes in.  We were born to help those who are crying out for God’s help, and by 
the grace and provision of God, we will help!  We will rebuild ruined houses, we will construct new homes, 
we will craft handicap ramps, we will continue to go where He leads us to help those who are hurting, and 
we will do so, not with the hammer of anger but with the hammer of love, for that is what Jesus Christ used 
to “overcome” this world.

We can try to prevent catastrophe, but we are in truth powerless against it.  But we can, should, and will 
help when hardship falls for this is the most important work in all the world:  to bring hope to the hopeless, 
faith to the fearful, love to the forgotten.

I send you peace today, dear friend, in this world of dynamic despair.  Do not be afraid.  Fill your heart with 
love.  Trust God.  Forgive your adversaries.  Play a beautiful song on the piano.  Paint a beautiful picture.  
Write a beautiful letter.  Pray without ceasing.  Support worthwhile efforts sacrificially.  And always 
remember these two things:  The Lord is at hand, and next year’s lilies will one day bloom.  Storm clouds 
might gather and terrible energies might collide but the power of love goes on forever.

~DDE
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The Real Worth 
On Tuesday, I just had a group of wonderful people come and help me with problems I have 
been trying to do myself for over 15 years.  I used to be able to paint the inside of my house, 
but with falls and many other things I just couldn't do much anymore.  Becky and her crew 
painted my living room and bathroom.  They did a great job.  Becky fixed a part of my ceiling 
above my steps that was falling apart and crumbling on my steps.  It is shocking to see no hole 
as I walk upstairs now.   Very nice.   And last but not least, Becky painted around the outside of 
the house that was in very bad need of a lot of work.  Great job.   The group was full of talent, 
and plenty of smiles.  I never thought I was ever going to have these things done.  Now I can 
have friends and family over again.   And I will be singing their praises to all.  May God bless 
this group.  ~Sue

I just wanted to thank you for all the good you do. I won't claim to understand the things you sacrifice, but you are truly wonderful for doing so. 
Not that a 2 line email is as much as you deserve - but not being able to give enough seems a poor excuse for not giving anything.  For what it is 
worth, thank-you!  ~Leah

Words cannot express my gratitude.  I was truly and forever blessed to have my windows replaced.  You blessed me so very much.  I thank you all 
for your service to others.  What a true blessing!  I am so very grateful.  God is so good!  God bless you all now and always.  Love,  Anne

I’m one of the people who’s been helped by Hosanna and I just called to thank you for all that you guys have done for me and I got so many nice 
things and my basement is starting to get dry and I got a new furnace and lots of other good things and repairs.  I just want to thank you so much 
and all the people who contributed and everything.  My life is going to be better and my bills are going to be lower.  I just wanted to say thanks.  
~Elaine

We did Christmas gift delivery a couple of years ago.  We still receive a Christmas card every year from the person we delivered gifts too.  The day 
is so well organized.  You really need to be a part of it!  ~Robert
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Construction Update 
2018 has been a year full of miracles at Hosanna Industries.  96 local home repairs have been logged and 32 
flood recovery projects have been completed in Richwood, WV for a total of 128 projects year-to-date against a 
goal of 130.  Over 1500 volunteers have been led by our mission workers and the market value for our work 
this year is over a million dollars.  When the floods devastated West Virginia last summer, four of us travelled to 
a meeting to discuss what we could do to make a difference and the need for our help seemed overwhelming.  
We were reminded that it was the floods, it was what the people of West Virginia had been through, that was 
overwhelming.  Our job was simple.  Walk in faith, one step at a time, following the Lord’s leading.  We have 
attempted to do just that.  And through it all, we have met widows and veterans, cancer victims and disabled coal 
miners, single moms and struggling families.  We have heard their cries for help.  We have done home repairs and 
healed hearts.  We have brought safety and security, we have restored faith and hope, and we have been 
witnesses of the salvific power of God - one step, one household, one person, one story at a time.  Pray for us 
and come join us when you can.  Sometimes miracles require a little sweat, a few tears, lots of smiles, and an 
occasional hug.  

News from Hosanna Gibsonia  
 The witnessing of miracles continues at Hosanna Gibsonia.  25 children participated in Acorn Club, a summer 
camp program.  These children grew in creativity, in appreciation for nature, in recognizing their ability to help 
others.  They are little acorns now but one day will be strong oak trees.  What a blessing to be a part of shaping 
their young lives to help them see and produce beauty, to recognize need and to choose to make a difference, to 
notice creation around them and take care of it!

With Autumn just around the corner, new classes and workshops are being scheduled at Hosanna Gibsonia.  
We’d love to have you be a part.  Come, bring a friend, take a class, experience a little relaxing time and learn a 
new skill or hone an old one.  You can follow us on Facebook (Hosanna Industries Gibsonia) to receive regular 
updates about upcoming events or visit the events page of our website, http://hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-
events/, to see what is happening and sign up for classes and workshops.

Recently we have added 12 monoliths, an aeolian harp, and the Carpenter’s Cabin at Hosanna Gibsonia.  All are 
designed and hand-crafted to provide you with a chance to experience faith in a new way, to help you along your 
spiritual journey, to give you pause from the busy-ness of day-to-day life, and to aid in reflection.  Come out.  
Walk the trail.  Take time to experience the beauty of God’s creation and the power of His Word.

To continue to create a place of beauty and restoration, we have planned a bulb planting festival for Saturday, 
September 16 from 8:30AM to noon.  We are aiming to plant 1000 bulbs so the community can come out and 
enjoy the flowers along the nature trail in the spring and so the honeybees can have plenty of 
food.  All are welcome.  Please plan to join us and bring some hardy bulbs with you.  We will 
provide lunch.  Just let us know in advance that you are coming so we can plan accordingly.   The 
office number is 724-770-0262.

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma 
As you are well aware, there has been incredible devastation in the south from these two major 
hurricanes.  Although we don’t have specific plans in place yet, rest assured that Hosanna 
Industries will continue to follow the Lord’s leading and will provide our services to the best of 
our ability wherever He calls us to serve.  It is important to understand that because of our 
extensive and varied experience with disaster relief and rebuilding, we see disaster recovery as a 
multiple phase process.  These phases, can be described as follows:

1.  Immediate emergency intervention (rescue, emergency relocation and temporary shelter/
food/medical care, etc)
2.  Initial cleanup and utility restoration following the cessation of the initial calamity
3.  Evaluation and strategic community-based consensus building
4.  Actual physical rebuilding/reconstruction/repair
5.  Continuing analysis, evaluation, and long-term recovery problem solving

Our current news media culture often depicts disaster and recovery as happening almost simultaneously 
or suggesting that this be so, and public expectations sometimes project the same views.  In the actual field 
of disaster recovery, this is not the case, should not be expected to be the case, and in many ways simply 
cannot be the case tactically and logistically.

It will take some time for the first few phases to be complete, and some funds.  In reality, the most 
expensive phase is #4, and the immediate fundraising that happens after a natural disaster is often meant 
for or used toward the first two phases only.  Unfortunately, our culture has a short attention span and 
when the time for actual rebuilding begins, the culture and news media will have moved on to new topics, 
while Texas and Florida are left trying to rebuild, at costs estimated to be near $200 billion dollars.

Please keep the victims of these devastating hurricanes in your prayers and also pray for us as we explore 
the possibilities, come up with a plan, and begin fundraising, volunteer recruitment, and 
organizational efforts toward recovery.

Mission Worker Apprenticeship Program 
Another new program is about to be launched at Hosanna Industries!  Young people interested in 
learning to be a mission worker in God’s Kingdom need training.  They need to learn theology, 
business acumen and the skills of a builder.   Additionally, they must have hands-on, in the field 
experience.  This new three year program is set to begin in January of 2018.  Graduates will have the 
necessary skills to lead a non-profit organization, will be competent in the various trades and will 
have received significant theological training.  If you know anyone who might be interested in this 
cutting-edge, unique, specialized and intensive program so that they can grow into a professional 
mission worker serving the Kingdom of God, please have them contact the office at 724-770-0262.

Festival of Trees
Our sixth annual Festival of Trees will be sure to help you get into the holiday spirit!  Come to 
Quality Gardens November 16 from 5-8PM for an opening reception which is a ticketed event and 
gives you the opportunity to be the first bidder on the trees.  Tickets are available on our website to 
the first 100 buyers.  You can also join us on November17 from 5-8PM or on November 18 from 
9-3PM which are both free and open to the public.  Shop through the beautifully and uniquely 
decorated artificial Christmas trees and either “buy now” or place your bid on your favorite.  
Highest bidders win the completely decorated tree.  Enjoy complimentary hors d’oeuvres and 
entertainment.  Funds raised through this event will allow us to continue helping people in need 
here in Southwestern PA and in areas of natural disaster throughout the United States.

Thanksgiving Meal and Christmas Gift 
Delivery  
Too many people spend Thanksgiving alone.  Others can’t afford to cook the traditional Thanksgiving meal.  We 
believe that this is unacceptable.  If you do too, please consider joining us for Thanksgiving Meal Delivery.  Giving 
of your time and talent will bring joy to an elderly widow, an impoverished family, a lonely soul.  Contact the 
office at 724-770-0262 for more information or to register to be a part of this.

Gift Delivery Day is always a favorite at Hosanna!  Imagine not knowing how you will afford gifts for your children 
at Christmastime or being a widow who hasn’t received a present in nine years.  Now imagine delivering a bag full 
of presents and food to one of those households.  Imagine their joy and how a few hours of your time changed 
their world.  We have the power to do so very much to make a positive difference in the lives of those around us.  
Plan to join us on Saturday, December 9 to receive the already purchased and wrapped gifts and the donated 
food so that you can deliver them to one of the needy households we have helped.  More details will be available 
soon by calling 724-770-0262 or visiting the events page of our website, http://hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-
events/.  Registration is limited and required so we can plan appropriately.

Summer Staff Farewell and Welcome 
This year we had the joy of working with four dear young men.  Jack Austin, Cole Bowman, Robbie 
Hetzer and Tommy Hetzer worked beside us, learned from us, and served with us.  They gained skills 
in construction and leadership.  They faced poverty head on and made a difference in challenging 
situations.  They served the Lord.  Thank you, Jack, Cole, Robbie and Tommy for all your hard work.   

And now, we welcome Julianne Helfrich as a new, part time mission worker.  She served with us at 
Acorn Club over the summer and is now joining our field staff to serve needy households with her 
hammer, heart and hands.  We are grateful for her desire to serve the Lord with us.

Volunteering at Hosanna 
If you would like to serve alongside our mission workers, we would welcome you with open 
arms.  We can always use extra hands when we are swinging hammers, running saws, taking 
care of our campuses, teaching classes, canning vegetables, planning a fundraising event or any 
of the other myriad of tasks we do each year.  We offer a variety of volunteer possibilities so 
that there is a place for everyone who has a heart willing to serve.  Single day and regular 
service opportunities are available.  Call the office at 724-770-0262 if you would like to offer 
your time and talent to help others in need.

If your business, church or youth group would like to volunteer with us in 2018, please call the 
office as soon as possible to get on our schedule.  We work diligently to provide well-
organized, positive, hands-on service experiences for all of our volunteers and so our summer 
season tends to fill up quickly.   We look forward to working with you soon!
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