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One year ago, the little village of Richwood, WV was brutalized by the floodwaters of nature’s storms.  This 
already struggling community, beset with the decades-long decline of coal-mining, lumber-mill slowdowns, 
economic drift, population loss and systemic depression, found itself suddenly torn apart by the raging 
torrents of the normally quiet Cherry River when more than 6” of rainfall burst the river from its banks.

Floods take a toll upon a town.  The property loss, interruption in utility services, transportation problems, 
mud, stench, destruction, and disarray are nearly more than a human heart can handle.  Moving forward is 
hard when you can’t see the horizon through the immensity of debris.  If one were to try to describe the 
most manageable aspect of a flood, it would be the water itself in all its ferocious power.  The hardest part 
of a flood is what’s left behind when the water subsides.

Hopelessness is the worst of human ailments because when a person loses hope, it’s hard to see positive 
potential in a sunrise.  When a town loses hope, it’s hard to see tomorrow.

A year ago, we flew into the area on an investigative mission and landed at the closest runway at the 
Greenbrier Valley Airport, about an hour’s drive from Richwood.  Geoff Smathers graciously piloted the 
Piper Lance aircraft that had been gifted to Hosanna Industries by Norm Carroll just a few years earlier.  
Mission workers Brian Hetzer, Julie Wettach and Amanda Becker accompanied me as we drove to Richwood 
to meet with local leaders for the very first time.

As we walked into the makeshift community-center in the heart of town, introductions were given and 
received, strangers shook hands, and we sat together in a little circle of folding chairs.  We prayed.  The first 
words uttered by Hosanna afterward were simply these, “We believe God has led us to your town.  We are 
sorry for all that you have lost.  We are here to find out if we can be of help, and if so, how we can best 
deliver that help to you.”

Much has happened since then.  I just returned from Richwood after experiencing with many other people a 
new kind of flooding that is leaving its mark upon the town.  It’s a flood of healing and helpfulness, a flood of 
hard work being done well by many hands that are coming to the area.  It’s a flood of rebuilding, repairing, 
restoring, rejuvenating.  It’s a flood of God’s grace happening in thousands of different ways one day at a 
time.  It’s a flood of green trucks and green shirts communicating a message of hope and joy and love.

At this mid-way point in the year, and after numerous journeys to Richwood by our mission workers and 
volunteers, nearly 20 rehabilitation projects have already been completed.   By the end of July, I am confident 
that we will meet the needs of 30 suffering households.  By the end of September, I believe we will reach 
the goal of bringing assistance to at least 40 households in that community.  In the course of doing all this 
work, the mission expects to spend some $650,000 in providing building materials, furnaces, washers and 
dryers, and the skilled labor required to get the work done.  We have already hosted hundreds of 
volunteers in the local abandoned armory, which has been thoroughly refitted as an emergency volunteer 
base and charitable construction center, and we expect to work with hundreds more before year’s end.

Two evenings ago, while preparing to return home the next day to meet local commitments, I found myself 
privileged to address the nearly 90 volunteers from the Avon Lake United Church of Christ, and upon their 
invitation, to proclaim God’s eternal Word and to serve Holy Communion in the context of an armory-hall 
evening worship service.  I preached from one of the great post-resurrection passages in the Gospel of John, 
Chapter 20, verses 19-23, emphasizing the words of the Risen Lord to the shocked and bewildered disciples 
of 2000 years ago.  “Peace be with you,” Jesus said.  “As the Father has sent me, so send I you.”  I reminded 
those gathered of the call of Christ, and how this calling is always personal and powerfully transforming, and 
perpetual in its eternal results.  Then, humbly and quietly, I invited them to the Table of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
this one made of a  piece of plywood with 2x4 legs and braces.  We broke His Bread and outpoured His 
Cup, and as those dear young people already exhausted from the hard day’s work eagerly came forward 
with their adult leaders and our wonderful mission workers to receive communion, a tear welled up in my 
eye and I wondered about the fragile nature of life, how each and all of us are incomplete and broken, 
riddled with the damage of sin and pride and the floods of service to self.

Then I thought of another flood, the one of God’s gracious love, the one that provides healing to our hurts, 
forgiveness for our sins, redemption and meaning to our lives.  I thought of how that flood provides fuel and 
trucks and workers and tools and machines and materials and even airplanes and pilots to answer the 
Hosanna cries in our world and the words from an old hymn came into my mind.

“There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;  And sinners, plunged beneath that 
flood, lose all their guilty stains…”
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The Real Worth 
I can’t thank you enough for the beautiful windows you installed in my home.  They brought brighter light in my home.  Now I can 
keep my windows clean.  Becky and her crew were the best, polite, respectful and took pride in their work.  Once again, thank you.  ~ 
Calvina

Roof - we now have comfort in our home when the weather takes a bad turn.  Ramp and Walkway have brought access to the world.  
Your People - fixing the roof, ramp and walkway and then went beyond and above any expectation we may have had.  They have 
provided for us in our need.  Their kindness immeasurable.  The circle of prayer overtook me - Christ filled!  We hope your Easter 
was special as you certainly put the exclamation point on ours.  In Christ, Carl and Edith

I want to thank you for the priceless work on my house gutters.  I am glad you put a value for your work.  I promise myself and you 
that I will donate as much as I can to help others.  Thank you and God bless you all.  I will be in touch ~ Nancy

I would have lost my home if it weren’t for you.  ~Susie

From the students, Fr. Nick and myself, thank you!!  Our service trip to West Virginia was life-changing.  Working with you in 
Richwood was one of our favorite parts.  We loved getting to know the families we helped but we were also blown away by your love 
for them!  Not only were you Christ for the people in Richwood, but you also led us with great care.  All of the students loved 
working with you.  This was because they learned a lot, but also because everyone at Hosanna is so wonderful (& cool).  We were sad 
to leave you after our time together.  Thank you for being such beautiful role models and guides!  Know that you are in our hearts 
and prayers.  With great love and joy, Lucy

Thank you for my hot water heater and water pressure regulator.  I cannot begin to express how grateful and appreciative I am for 
your efforts on my behalf.  As you may recall, my previous water heater broke in April 2014 and I removed it that November.  For     
2 1/2 years, I went without a water heater and then through Hosanna Industries I was blessed with a new water heater in November 
2016.  Saying thank you just seems so inadequate.  However that is all I can do and say.  Thank you for everything you and Hosanna 
Industries have done to help me.  ~Tom
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There are all kinds of floods in this world, dear friend.  Most of them can lay a place or a person to waste.  One of them can lift a person up to a 
new start, a season of reconstruction and building, a time of joy instead of sorrow.

Thank you, dear Hosanna friend, for helping in all the ways you do, to provide for the flood of God’s grace and love to this world of deep need.

~DDE

Construction Update 
While doing some research last week, I came across some interesting statistics.  Did you know that the 
disposable income of an impoverished household is typically only 15%?  Our average client’s income is less 
than $20,000 a year which leaves them with no more than $3000 of disposable income after meeting their 
basic needs.  How can they afford to replace a leaking roof, build a wheelchair ramp, replace a hot water 
tank, or complete other necessary home repairs with so little disposable income?  It’s a nearly impossible 
scenario.  

The statistics I’d read got me thinking.  After my workday yesterday I did some lawn work at home, made 
dinner, started some laundry, did the dishes, took a shower, changed the sheets on my bed, said a prayer and 
went to sleep.  There are so many things I take for granted every day - my health, that the faucet will 
produce water when I turn the handle, working appliances, and so on.  Somewhere in the course of my 
evening I got to thinking about the folks we help and how different their lives are from mine.  I thought of 
Donna who hasn't done yard work recently, as she hasn't even been able to get out of her house under her 
own power.  She needed a wheelchair ramp but couldn't afford to have one built until she learned about 
Hosanna and we built one for her.  Now she can go out whenever she pleases!  I thought of Linda who not 
very long ago wasn't able to cook a meal; we provided her with a new stove just last month.  Dwight lost his 
washer and so much more when the floods ravaged Richwood, WV last year.  Fortunately we've been able to 
provide him with a new washer and much needed home repairs so he can live safely and comfortably in his 
home once again.  I did our dishes without leaking plumbing.  I'm sure Mary is grateful her plumbing doesn't 
leak anymore either.  What a relief that must be!  Ann, who is 92 was unable to take a hot shower until 
Hosanna replaced her hot water tank last month.  Heating enough water on the stove to take even a 
lukewarm bath takes a long time.  Hosanna provided a new bed to Matthew a little bit ago.  This 32 year old 
was still sleeping in the bed he had first used as a child three decades ago.  This realization dawned on me 
last evening:  how much I take for granted even as I work every day to help the needy!  I'm glad prayer is 
always available for me, for you, and for all the households we help.  Thank you for your support of Hosanna 
Industries, my friend.  Thank you for changing the lives of not only these folks but of all of the 50 households 
throughout Southwestern Pennsylvania and Richwood, West Virginia that we've helped this year who are 
resting easier tonight because of you.  Thank you.

News from Hosanna Gibsonia  
According to Pittsburgh Today, the number of arts and cultural establishments in the Pittsburgh region is 
below the benchmark average and we have the second lowest number of independent artists, writers and 
performers among the benchmark regions.   Art, creativity, and beauty.   All are gifts from our Creator.  
Hosanna Industries is offering classes and workshops to encourage the development and use of the gifts and 
talents God gives us.  Come out for a class.  Attend a Bible study.  Join us for our Sunday evening summer 
worship series.   We have much to offer; you will be glad you chose to spend time with us. 

In July we have an upcoming stained glass pendant workshop.  Registration can be done online at http://
hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-events/ or by contacting Emily Cadenhead at 724-770-0262.  The Bible 
study meets at 7PM on Wednesdays and the focus is currently on the book of John.  The summer community 
worship services begin at 5PM on Sundays and are held outdoors in the beauty of God’s creation.  Pastors 
and musicians from a variety of local churches are scheduled for each week of the summer.  A free-will 
offering will benefit God’s work at Hosanna Industries.  Come join us for this unique time of praise and 
worship.  All are welcome!

Acorn Club, a seven week long summer program, began this week.  23 young people will be learning more 
about growing from a small acorn into a great oak.  Please keep this program and its participants in your 
prayers as we seek to help them grow in creativity, compassion, service to others, self-awareness, 
character and kindness.  

Harvest Project 
With plants donated and discounted from Brenkles Greenhouses and Quality Gardens, Hosanna 
Industries’ mission workers and more than 50 volunteers from Orchard Hill Church Kids R.O.C.K. 
were able to plant our Harvest Garden in a little more than one hour’s time.  Working with the 
young children (ages two and up) and their families was a delight.  We are so grateful for their little 
hands and big hearts as they will help us to provide food for the hungry later this year.

Special Events
Hosanna Industries’ 5K was a great success again this year with over $10,000 raised so 
we can continue to meet the many needs of our impoverished neighbors.  Participants 
received goody bags, were able to shake hands with Steely McBeam, had fun with a 
photo booth, relaxed with massages, enjoyed yummy snacks, and had time for fun and 
fellowship.

Our second annual Enchanted Tea Party was lovely once again.  Little girls, moms, 
grandmothers, and great-grandmothers enjoyed a time of peace and calm with gorgeous 
decorations, delicious food, beautiful music, a little shopping, complimentary massages, and a craft project 
for the children.  The tea, scones, sandwiches, tarts, quiche, cookies, and ice cream were delicious!  Many 
thanks to Johnston Tea House, Patty Bontempo, Cookiedoodles, Graetner’s Ice Cream, Lise and Tessa 
Sentell. 

On June 3, we held our 13th annual trap shoot benefit event at Northside Sportsmen’s Association in 
Warrendale under beautiful blue skies.  More than $12,000 was raised to benefit all of the people Hosanna 
Industries helps through the mechanical and aesthetic arts.  Thank you to all who sponsored and 
participated in this event so we can continue providing assistance to our needy neighbors.

Come join us for an evening of fun on July 14 at Hosanna Gibsonia for a HI-School Dance!  This evening is 
sure to be a blast so, register at hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-events/hi-school-dance, dress up, bring 
your significant other, enjoy good music, sample hors-d’oeuvres, relax, smile a lot, and have a fun evening 
out!

September will be here before you know it!  On September 11, Hosanna Industries will be hosting our 
20th Annual Golf Benefit at Wildwood Golf Club.  If you are a golfer, mark the date 
on your calendar now.  If you are interested in sponsoring, we have a variety of sponsorship levels 
available.  Simply visit the events page of our website to register or sponsor.

Join Us   
Hosanna Industries’ has opportunities for everyone.  Did you know that according to causecast.com, 70% 
of employees are disengaged at work, which costs companies thousands of dollars per employee.  One of 
many ways to encourage engagement is through volunteerism and charitable efforts.  We’d love to have 
your company out to volunteer with us sometime, and we welcome you to join us at any of our benefit 
events.  Individuals, a group of friends, or a team of colleagues can come to an art class to learn something 
new or further develop a talent.  Let us teach you or your group in an art class, in a basic home 
maintenance workshop, or out on a jobsite swinging hammers for homeowners in need.  Working together 
while learning a new skill or helping a neighbor in need is a meaningful way to get to know neighbors, 
friends, employees and colleagues.  Please call 724-770-0262 if you are interested in learning more about 
opportunities to work with and learn from our mission workers.

In Memory 
Robert Anderson, second dad to the President of Hosanna Industries’ Board of Directors’ President Todd 
Rossman, went to be with the Lord on Sunday May 21, 2017 at the age of 97.  Because of his love of the 
Lord, his family, and his country, Bob’s influence on Todd and therefore on the mission of Hosanna 
Industries has blessed many lives and helped many people.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife 
Jane,  Todd and the entire Anderson family.

For Sale 
Every now and again Hosanna has tools, vehicles, materials,equipment, and other items that no longer 
meet our needs.  Rather than simply holding onto these items we prefer to find someone who can use 
them, sell the items at a reasonable price, and use the 
proceeds from the sale to advance our mission.  Currently 
for sale we have a 2008 Chevy Silverado with 95,000 miles, 
a 2002 Chevy Express tool truck with 96,000 miles, a 
virtually new heavy duty snowblower, vinyl tile, four 
fiberglass columns, an Enersys 36v battery with 18 cells for 
a forklift or as a battery bank for solar panels, and a double 
crypt at Allegheny County Memorial Park.  If you are 
interested in any of these items, please do not hesitate to 
call our office at 724-770-0262 as we intend to liquidate 
these items as soon as possible.

http://hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-events/
http://hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-events/
http://causecast.com/
http://causecast.com/

