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Hammers, Hearts, and Hands 
V O L U M E  2 6 ,  N U M B E R  2                J U N E  2 0 1 6

Early yesterday evening, I had the pleasure of mowing the grass at the new Hosanna Gibsonia 
facility.  While operating the lawn tractor, I once again realized what a beautiful example of God’s 
creation that particular piece of real estate is, and what great potential it has toward inspiring 
people with new insights and fresh perspectives.  There’s not a tree or flower there that doesn’t 
make God’s glory known!  As I neared the completion of the work, I steered the machine away 
from the main yard and toward a little walking path that travels around the east side of the 
largest pond.  Carefully, I trimmed that woodland path which meanders around plentiful trees, 
both old and young, and I prayed that God would lead certain people of His choosing to quietly 
pursue this unique path as a practical exercise in reflecting upon His presence in our lives, His 
guidance to our lives, and His call upon our lives.  Please consider these words as a personal 
invitation!

Paths.  How very important they are!  How intimately they are connected to our pasts and 
futures, our memories and dreams!  How ironic it is that, though our lives signify a lifelong career 
of path walking, our memory functions rarely if ever recall the first experimental steps we took 
when we first started out on the journey!

Did you know that the average moderately active person takes around 7500 steps per day?  If we 
maintain that daily average until, let’s say the age of 80, we each walk about 216,262,500 steps in a 
lifetime, or 110,000 miles.  That’s five times around the globe.  No wonder our joints eventually 
wear out!

The paths of our lives are as powerful as destiny and as unique as a fingerprint and as ridiculous 
as it may seem to some people, I consider that the one thing that can be said of all of our paths is 
that bidden or unbidden, God is always there.  

Right now, I’m aware of a friend whose path abruptly changed at the end of last year.  A routine 
medical exam revealed a very serious and life-threatening illness.  Everything that has happened 
since then is of a different hue.

In these early pre-dawn hours as I write this article, I’m aware of another path, this one on the 
part of a dear friend who is currently struggling with the meaning of God’s call.  She is in the 
wrestling match of a lifetime, much like Jacob of old at Peniel.  Where will her path take her?

Soon, a mother will awaken to the prospect of a new day, silently bearing the heartbreak of an 
adult child who is incarcerated again as a result of poor decision-making, mental imbalance and 
spiritual alienation.  She will outwardly function today, but inwardly her feet are walking a 
lonesome path.

Not very many miles away, a saintly old person will soon arise to a new dawn, the vigorous past 
now gone, the quiet struggle of burden-bearing and patient waiting now at hand.  

In another place, a young person is walking upon a new leg in the journey, soon to graduate from 
high school with the prospect of a lifetime future burning brightly ahead!

Yesterday, a little child completed her last day of first grade.  Today, she begins her first 
experiences of an American child’s summer vacation.  Where will her path lead?

Not too many years ago, another little child experienced the same moment.  Today, she is making 
final arrangements for her upcoming wedding day, full of hope and with life’s cup overflowing with 
the joy of human love.

Earlier this week, the mission workers found themselves in another desperately needy home.  
They drove the green trucks to a new address to help another household in the name of the
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The Real Worth 
I would like to say thank you for giving Mars National Bank the opportunity to participate in an event that so dramatically 
demonstrated the grace of God and the love of Jesus Christ.  This has had a dramatic effect on the members of management and 
staff of the Bank.  It has reminded us we are an institution with a conscience and a will to serve others out of respect for those in 
need and then as individuals committed to share in God’s gifts.  I know this is why Hosanna exists and functions so well.  I am glad 
MNB has had the opportunity to experience it also.  May God bless the Houles, Hosanna and all of your people during this Easter 
season and throughout your lives.  ~Ron

I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoy hearing the stories you tell us about Hosanna and examples like what you did last week.  
It’s both heartwarming and inspiring that people from 3 to 82 will get together to help make life a little bit better for a family that 
they don’t even know.  You've literally changed the lives of that couple in the course of 3 days.  ~Lisa

I want to express my appreciation to the entire Hosanna team for the work done this week on the Houle home.  I feel blessed to 
have been part of making this project a reality.  Each of you are truly the hands and feet of God to the families you are serving.  I 
look forward to working with you again!  ~Shawn

YOU ARE AWESOME.  I count myself lucky that I am able to interact with such amazing women like you!  Thank you for giving this 
family a home.  I know love and respect from you and the volunteers is seeped into every nail and floorboard. Have a blessed day.   
~Jordana

A few years ago we were hugely blessed by Hosanna Industries when you came and put a new - badly needed - roof on our house.  
Words cannot express how grateful we are to God and to you, and everyone who helped.  We want to sow this little seed into 
your ministry and pray that the Lord will multiply it to you, so you can continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus to others in 
desperate need of help.  May the Lord bless you!  ~Ron and Kim
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Lord!  The homeowner is aged, widowed, and very poor.  She lives within the brokenness of one of Pittsburgh’s former industrial 
river towns, but those days are now only a memory of a brighter past that led to a despairing future.  In the bleakness of her quiet 
suffering, God’s helpers came to brighten a path with a strange new light that somehow glows from green shirts, smiling faces 
beneath sweat-streaked brows, and the simple tasks of a carpenter who can build.  It seems to me that just a few blinks ago, it was 
Christmastime, and now we are already nearly halfway through a year that isn’t new anymore.  How fast the path goes, and how 
quickly it changes!  More than 26 years ago, a brand new mission took its first steps upon a new path, and we’ve been striving to 
do our very best ever since, one day at time.  Thank you, dear friend, for everything you’ve done and for everything you are doing 
to support Hosanna’s walk upon that path!

Thousands of years ago, a sensitive soul interpreted the presence of God upon life’s path as one which leads to green pastures 
and still waters, even through valleys of dark shadows, yet always in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  I believe that 
hundreds of years later, a Carpenter from Nazareth somehow translated those words into the living presence of His example, His 
leadership, and His gracious friendship.  He is the Word made flesh.

Perhaps one of Christian hymnody’s most beloved songs says it best ~ John Newton, the author of “Amazing Grace”, wrote these 
lyrics while on his own path from slave-trading to Christian ministry in the late 1700’s, “Through many dangers, toils and snares, I 
have already come, ’tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”

May God’s grace be with you and upon your path, dear friend.  Please continue to uphold us in your prayers.  With love, Donn.

Construction Update    
After Mars National Bank learned of the struggles of an impoverished couple, they wanted to 
do something to help.   Alexa has multiple sclerosis and a seizure disorder and Jim works six 
or seven days a week to make ends meet.  The trailer they were living in was not handicap 
accessible and was in very poor condition.  During Holy Week, Hosanna Industries was able 
to bring together the support of many churches, businesses and individuals and build a new 
home for Jim and Alexa in 3 1/2 days!  Dr. Richard A Morledge once preached a sermon that 
the most powerful thing in all the world is an idea placed by God in the mind of a believer. 
Thank you to all who have taken ideas given by the Lord and been a part of making miracles 
happen!  

So far this year, our mission workers have led nearly 500 volunteers, have completed 64 
projects, and have given our community more than $500,000 in value equity!  We have 
provided heat so people could be warm once again, new hot water tanks so people could 
shower comfortably, new windows so cold winter drafts could stay outside and fresh spring 
breezes could be welcomed in, new flooring so elderly could walk safely in their homes, new 
appliances so clothes could be washed and dried and dinner could be cooked with ease, new 
roofs so rain will stay outside and pots and pans can be used for cooking and 
not catching water and crumbling ceilings, a handicap ramp and stair lift so a 
recently disabled man can access his home, and so much more.  Peace and 
hope, love and joy, dignity and strength are a part of the gifts we provide daily.  
Thank you to all who have been a part of transforming all the homes and lives.  
Your prayers and donations, your time, creativity and labor have all been a part 
of making miracles happen.  Please continue to uphold our staff and volunteers 
in your prayers.  As we are heading into our busy summer season, we are 
looking forward to leading a thousand people over the next few months and 
to helping hurting households with our hammers, hearts and hands.  Pray for 
our safety, for our commitment to the call of Christ, for our diligence, and our 
stamina.  Your support means so much to us!

Summer Staff 2016 
This year we welcome our largest group of summer staff in many years!  The Lord has placed 
lots of work before us and, ever-faithful, He has also given us many hands to support our 
efforts.  This summer we welcome Charlie DeJournette,  Amy Haines and Tessa Sentell for 
their first summer with us, Robbie Hetzer and David Wymer for their second summers, and 
Bob Jackson for his third summer!  Welcome aboard!  We are grateful for your desire to 
serve with us.  Our prayer is that you will learn more about yourselves, the value of 
preparation and organization, how to be effective leaders, problem-solving skills, and the joy 
of serving the Lord.

News from Hosanna Gibsonia 
Many of the people Hosanna Industries has served throughout the past 26 years are 
financially poor.  They cry out, "Hosanna, rescue me now, Lord" because, like the people 
crying out to Jesus 2000 years ago, they are hurting.  They have problems they don't 
know how to solve.  Their house needs repair and they don't know how else to get it 
fixed.  Hosanna Industries was founded to hear the hosanna cries and respond to them.  

Almost a year ago Hosanna was blessed to be able to purchase a second campus; this 
one in Gibsonia, PA.  When you are in the midst of the fourth load of laundry for the day 
have you ever dreamed of doing something more?  When the television seems to be 
showing nothing new or worthwhile, have you ever wished for something more?  Now 
that the kids are grown, have you wondered if maybe now you should pursue an interest 
that you never took the time for in the past?  Or maybe your young children are looking 
to learn and try something new and creative and fun?  Are you tired of the same old 
routine day after day and week after week?  Maybe your soul is crying out, "Rescue me!"  
At Hosanna Gibsonia we want to answer those cries. We want to open new avenues of 
art and creativity for you.  We want to help you to dare and dream and try new things. 
Our summer schedule is posted under the the upcoming events of our website.  It 
includes a nature and craft club for young children, a stained glass course, copper 
enameling, clay construction and more.  You can also find our class and workshop 
information on our Hosanna Gibsonia Facebook page or by contacting Emily Cadenhead 
at 724-770-0262 or emily_safran@yahoo.com.  Let us help you, inspire you, and guide you in 
finding more within yourself!

Training and Team Building Opportunities 
There are so many opportunities at Hosanna Industries for groups to learn and grow and 
work together.   Would your group like to learn more about home repairs?  In the past 26 
years we have led nearly 150,000 volunteers and completed some 3200 repair projects.  We 
are truly expert at training people of any age or skill level.  Would your group benefit from a 
little time of reflection and team building?  Consider planning a day at Hosanna Gibsonia 
where you can enjoy nature, paint together, have time and space for sharing and reflection, 
and/or enjoy a meal together.   Are you planning a mission trip to an area of disaster or 
poverty?  Would your team like to learn more about the type of work they will be doing 
before they leave so they can be most effective while serving?  We’d be happy to set up a 
specialty training session.  If you or a small group would be interested in learning about 
home repairs in general or a specific topic just to be a more capable homeowner, we'd love 
to put together a workshop for you.  If you work with young people who could benefit from 
some hands-on experience with the tools and materials used in construction or maybe they 
are interested in learning skills that could lead them down a career path, we'd be happy to 
help.  We have a beautiful Trade Skill Learning Center in Rochester, a peaceful retreat 
location in Gibsonia, and extremely capable teachers.  We'd love to use these wonderful 
assets that God has given us to help others!  Contact Amanda at 724-770-0262 or 
amanda@hosannaindustries.org to learn more.

Benefit Events
We are happy to report that despite less than stellar weather conditions, participants in our 2nd 
annual 5K Fun Run/Walk and 12th annual Spring Trap Shoot Benefit came out, had a wonderful time, 
ate good food, shared in fellowship, and raised much needed dollars for the needy.  Between the two 
events, approximately $20,000 were raised so Hosanna Industries can continue to relieve the results 
of poverty and bring hope and joy to people who struggle everyday.

We are excited to announce that Hosanna Industries’ 19th Annual Golf Benefit is to be held at a new 
location this year.  Come out and swing your clubs with us on Monday, September 12 at Wildwood 
Golf Club in Allison Park so we can continue to swing our hammers for the needy throughout 
Southwestern Pennsylvania.  Under the upcoming events tab on our website you can sign up, register 
your foursome, or select one of many available sponsorship opportunities or for more information 
you can contact Amanda Becker at amanda@hosannaindustries.org or 724-770-0262.  There is so 
much need in our community; join us to make this our greatest benefit yet!

Summer 2016 Wish List

Pint and Half Pint Canning Jars, 
Vinegar, Salt and Sugar 

for our Harvest Project

Leather Work Gloves
 for our Volunteers

Auction Items 
for our Benefit Events
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