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Hammers, Hearts, and Hands 
V O L U M E  2 6 ,  N U M B E R  1                M A R C H  2 0 1 6

When I was a boy of about eight years old, the thought occurred to my twin brother Mark, 
younger brother Norman, younger sister Rebecca, and myself, that we should collectively select 
and purchase Christmas presents for the six remaining members of our family.  We had a private 
meeting to discover the purpose of this venture, drew up a timetable and budget, and assigned 
roles and responsibilities.  I had become a quarter-share partner in what was probably my first 
real experience in an enterprise!  We had three months to achieve our goal before Christmas 
arrived!  Many things needed to be done, and we were off and running!  We worked hard doing 
the extra little jobs around the house and neighborhood that little children could do.  We raked 
leaves, picked late tomatoes from the garden, and prepared flower beds for winter.  We cleaned 
closets, basements, and attics.  We saved our quarters, dimes and nickels, and faithfully stored 
them in a jar placed in a secret hiding place.  By mid-November, we had accumulated almost $40, 
a small fortune!  Together, we studied the Sears and Roebuck catalog, selected gifts, accounted for 
costs, filled out the order form, enclosed the cash, and mailed the envelope!  Within a few weeks 
packages began to arrive, and we were overjoyed to open the boxes, inspect the items, and 
package them in the Christmas gift wrapping paper that we remembered to purchase.  We felt so 
successful!

That feeling ended when the box arrived containing the gift we had purchased for our parents.  It 
was a decorative coffee cup holder fashioned to look like a miniature lamp post, complete with 
six pewter-colored mugs.  In reality, it was probably as ugly as sin, but to a child’s eye, it was 
mesmerizingly beautiful.  Unfortunately, the item arrived damaged as one of the metal hooks had 
fallen off and we were crestfallen!  Carefully, we carried this patient to my father’s basement 
workbench to perform emergency surgery.  I tried to solder steel to steel but I could not 
succeed.  We tried wires, tape, and string, but all we encountered was failure.  Finally, we 
attempted a repair with some kind of epoxy cement, and although the mound of built up glue 
didn’t look very good, at least it held!  The concept of welding was completely foreign to me.  

Years go by quickly and directions change, and about eight years later I found myself in a different 
workshop in the presence of another man who would one day become my father-in-law.  He 
needed to repair something, and asked for my help.  He put on a special jacket, leather gloves, and 
a strange helmet with a very dark viewing lens.  He explained what he was about to do and 
cautioned me not to look at the electric arc.  He turned on the welding machine, struck the 
electrode to the work, maintained a bead, and professionally melted steel to steel!  I had just 
witnessed electric-arc welding for the first time and I was utterly amazed!  I had a hundred 
questions for which he patiently provided answers.  Before long, Dad was teaching me how to 
strike an arc, maintain a bead, and perform a weld.  I was totally enthralled with learning this new 
and useful process!

Dad was a brilliant mechanical and electrical engineer who ran the lower fabrication shops at US 
Steel in Johnstown, PA.  He was also a master-craftsman, and was always building or repairing 
something useful or beautiful in his leisure time.  He was a tremendous influence in my life and 
taught me many things.  A few years after I met him, the time came for Amy and I to move to 
Pittsburgh where I would study at the theological seminary.  I wanted to give Dad a gift of 
thankfulness for everything I had learned from him before we moved away.  

His welding machine was a simple, inexpensive model.  He once had told me of his aspiration for 
a better and more valuable machine.  I decided to acquire the highest quality welder on the 
market, a Lincoln TIG 250/250, as a surprise for him.  That happened in 1979.  Through the years, 
Dad used his welder countless times and always enjoyed its usefulness.  34 years later, when his 
hands had become too crippled to weld anymore, he gave his welder to Hosanna Industries 
because he thought we could put it to good use.  I had hoped Dad could teach us how to 
properly use the machine, but that never happened as a year ago, Dad was called to eternity.

His old, Lincoln 250/250 just remained in the maintenance garage at the mission, unused but not 
forgotten.  Quietly at rest, it waited for three years to be used. 
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The Real Worth 
The reason Hosanna Industries was born, the reason our staff and volunteers work so hard, the reason friends like you pray for and 
support our mission is because of the people we help.  This is the real worth.

Thom wrote:  Thank you so very much for all that you do.  Can not express my thanks enough.  God bless and again thank you.

Denise wrote:  I want to thank you all for the steps.  It’s a lot better trying to get up to the porch.  I would love to send you more 
donations, but on income I am limited.

Ruth called to let us know the furnace we had replaced for her turns on with a "whooshing" sound.  Amy told her not to be 
concerned because most furnaces make sounds when they turn on.  Ruth replied, "Oh Honey I know they does!  I just wanted you 
to know that when I hear that sound I says a prayer for you angels! I woulda' froze if you hadn't helped me so I just prays and prays 
for you angels!”

Deborah wrote:  Just a kind note to say thank you for your thoughtfulness at Christmas.  Your gifts were beautiful.  You all really 
cheered me up after just getting out of the hospital the day before Christmas.  God bless all of you for your wonderful Christian 
work.

Edna said:  You made me feel whole again.

Sue is a single mom of three boys who all play football.  After we replaced her hot water tank she said, “I was overwhelmed with the 
mud from football practice and trying to heat pots of water on the stove for washing clothes and bathing.  You people are angels.  I 
was losing hope but you restored it.  I told my boys to make sure to do nice things for people now that they know how amazing it 
feels to have strangers care enough to help.”

Thank you for answering prayers, for restoring hope, for making dreams come true.  We are so very grateful for you.  
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Two days ago, a welding class occurred at the mission.  A retired career welder who 
learned about Hosanna Industries called and inquired as to whether he could be helpful.  
Ideas began to take shape, a day and time were scheduled, protective gear and 
equipment were acquired, and the young mission workers were introduced to electric-
arc welding!  They were overjoyed to have been given this opportunity!  They were 
thrilled to be experiencing this introduction to a new process and skill!  Dad’s old 
welder was at work again, and for a moment, I sensed his spirit there.

The mission workers are primarily involved with the carpentry and building trades, and 
work very hard.  As welding requires hundreds of hours of practice to become really 
proficient, our staff may not have the time to become professional-grade welders, but if 
they can absorb a few important lessons, the venture will be more than worthwhile.

If we can learn that broken things can be fixed, God can use us, because that is what the 
cross of Christ represents.  If we can learn that the power to melt steel to steel at 
2000° lies within our hands, then we can realize that what’s impossible to some is 
achievable by others who have learned to believe.  If we can learn that the ever-present 
impurities of life are never really part of the solution of a permanent weld, but are 
otherwise nothing more than burned and brittle slag, then we can learn to make 
choices more wisely.   And if we can learn that what was good and useful a long time 
ago can still be good and useful today in the hands of people who are dedicated enough 
to patiently learn how to do something well, then we can look into the heart of 
miracles yet to be. 

26 years ago, Hosanna Industries was born.  I am inexpressibly grateful for what God’s 
hands have done in this world since then because people like you chose to believe in a 
dream.  Much that was broken has been repaired.  Permanent welds have occurred in 
and between human hearts.  Yet so much lies before us!  Only building can repair our 
broken world, the divine building of Jesus Christ operating through the lives of people 
who understand the difference between that which is constructive and that which is 
destructive.  Thank you for being one of these people!  Thank you, eternally!    

Happiest of Easters to you, dear Hosanna friend.
~DDE

Construction Update    
As usual, the mission workers of Hosanna Industries have been busy helping our 
neighbors in need.  Two months into 2016 and 30 households have been helped.  The 
market value of the work completed is more than $200,000.   Yet, as impressive as these 
numbers are, it is still the people we help who are most important.  It is the elderly 
widow whose new furnace allows her to keep her house at a comfortable 67° instead 
of the 41° that it was last year when she was sick all winter.  It is the older couple 
whose plumbing no longer leaks under their trailer.  It is the household with the new 
hot water tank that can take warm showers once again.  Imagine the joy they felt when 
taking that first shower!  It is the young mother and child who have their own space 
because of a new addition that Hosanna was able to build on their home.  You see, the 
market value of our construction work might be nearing a quarter million dollars so far 
this year but the value to the people we have helped is so much more.  It is life-
changing.  It is transforming. It restores dignity, renews hope, provides peace.  Thank you, 
dear friends, for supporting the work we do.  Thank you for being a part of making 
miracles happen.

Sandy Lake is looking forward to a miracle soon, too.   The Houle family has been living 
in an unsafe trailer.  The husband works six days a week.  The wife is disabled with MS 
and a seizure disorder.   Holy Week we will be building them a new, handicap accessible 
home.  Two days ago we were working there for the first time, preparing the site for the 
new construction.  Three weeks from now they will have moved in to their brand new, 
three bedroom home.  From the floor system to the roof, from the new appliances to 
the bedroom furniture, the house will be complete in just four days.  Pray for our staff 
and volunteers, pray for our safety, pray that the expected donations will come in, and 
pray for the Houles.  This is a little overwhelming, a lot exciting, and the beginning of a 
new life for them.  Thank you, dear friend.

News from Hosanna Gibsonia 
Programming is well underway on our new, beautiful Gibsonia campus.  Classes in watercolor, 
crochet, canning, stained glass, pinot and Pinterest and card making have been helpful, fun times 
of fellowship and learning.  Be sure to follow Hosanna Gibsonia on Facebook, regularly check 
out the upcoming events page of our website www.hosannaindustries.org, or sign up for our    
e-blast to keep informed of upcoming classes and workshops.  You don’t want to miss our Egg 
Decorating Class on Friday, March 18 from 5 to 8 PM where we will decorate eggs using both 
the Ukranian Pysanky and the Russian Drop Pull Method or our Enchanted Garden Tea Party on 
Saturday, May 7 at 10:30AM. 

Hosanna Gibsonia is a place of learning and growing, fellowship and fun.  Come visit.  Try a class 
or a workshop.  Consider a membership.  A wide variety of options are available from $100 to 
$3000 so there is a membership level for everyone.  Go to http://hosannaindustries.org/product/
2707/ for more information or to become a member today!

Strength from Stewardship 
How does a small mission grow in strength and capacity for 26 years?  How 
does it make ends meet while providing millions of dollars of service to the 
community each year?  One of the most important practices for success is 
stewardship.  Hosanna Industries is firmly committed to stewardship of 
time, money, materials, equipment, and every good gift.  Understanding the 
importance of caring for what we have been given and recognizing that 
years of normal wear and tear on our equipment had taken its toll, we 
dedicated a handful of days this winter to caring for our machines.  Our 
SkyTrak, Case Skidsteer, Snorkelift, and Case Mini-Excavator have all received upgrades.  We sanded, primed, painted, performed 
general maintenance and made minor cosmetic repairs.  The results are fantastic and the machines will now provide us with many 
more years of valuable service.  A big thank you to Greg Hensley who helped with this task and to all who support and believe in 
Hosanna Industries and our faithful stewardship.

Spring Benefit Events
Spring is coming!  And so is our 2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk.  Our first event was a 
tremendous success with beautiful weather, about 130 runners/walkers, yummy snacks, 
and a couple of chiropractors providing pre- and post-race stretching.  This year promises 
to be just as exciting!  Goodie bags, music provided by Froggy FM, pre-race massages, 
race day back checks, Smiley cookies from Eat’N Park, and other fun awaits all who join 
us on this relatively flat, double loop 5K course at North Park on Saturday, April 9.  
Register today on the upcoming events page of our website, http://hosannaindustries.org/
upcoming-events/ or contact Amanda Becker by email at amanda@hosannaindustries.org.  
Don’t delay!  Discounted registration ends soon!

For those sportsmen out there, you don’t want to miss our 12th Annual Spring Trap 
Shoot on May 21 at Northside Sportsmen’s Association in Warrendale.  Breakfast and 
lunch, two rounds of trap shooting, prizes, and lots of camaraderie make for a fun 
morning!  There are still sponsorship opportunities available.  You can still gather your 
guns, form a team or register as an individual.  Visit http://hosannaindustries.org/
upcoming-events/ or contact Amanda Becker by email at amanda@hosannaindustries.org 
to register or sponsor our Spring Trap Shoot!

Funds raised from these and all of our benefit events make it possible for our mission 
workers to make a difference in the lives of needy households throughout Southwestern 
PA every day.  Thank you to all who support, sponsor, and attend these events!

Businesses Making a Difference
Found Advisors in Mars is collecting new white bedsheets for the Hosanna Industries’ Hartzell Hall! Thank you for helping us make 
upgrades to our dormitory so our volunteers can be comfortable when they stay with us!  Bruster’s of Ingomar is holding an 
Easter Egg Hunt on March 20 at 1PM.  $2 from each child’s registration will go to Hosanna Industries!  Thank you for supporting 
us!  West View Jewelers is running a special all year.  With a $5 donation to Hosanna Industries, they will take 10% off all jewelry 
purchases and repair work!  Thank you for helping the needy in our community in this unique way!  If your business, church or 
organization would like to get involved, please contact Amanda at 724-770-0262 or amanda@hosannaindustries.org.
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