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Hammers, Hearts, and Hands 
V O L U M E  2 5 ,  N U M B E R  4           N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 5

 We’re living in a time when it’s easy for things to fall apart.  All across the board of our culture, it 
seems like disintegration has become the new norm.  Whether in the changing values that weave 
our national fabric or under the rooftop of a home that shelters a family, the evidence is 
abundantly clear that it’s becoming harder and harder for people to hold it together in these 
ever-changing times.

I’m not sure that anything is insulated from this trend.  Businesses, churches, schools, government 
agencies, civic organizations, clubs, families, and friendships all seem to be prey to this permissive 
and unfortunate cultural climate.

Of course, at the end of the day, nobody really wins, and while voices are raised and fingers are 
pointed, all of us are losing something as precious as life itself:  the sense that we really do matter 
to one another and that, whatever the cost may be, we can always discover new ways to hold it 
all together.

We learn a lot about holding it together at Hosanna Industries.  As we daily build with hammers 
and saws, we learn in very practical ways that every board needs a nail, every block needs mortar, 
every part and piece of a structure needs a fastener in order to be properly and meaningfully 
placed in relationship with all the other pieces so that the whole house can be held together.

More than 20 years ago, when the mission was in its earliest years of learning how to master its 
craft, I met a man on a new home construction site up in Mercer County.  He was an old and 
experienced builder, and he showed up to offer his assistance to a little young mission that was 
really trying to do its best.  I learned a great deal from this friend, and during the course of my 
learning, he taught me how to use a transit in establishing the perimeter of a home.

This exercise is absolutely vital prior to construction, establishing the actual dimensions and 
outer limits of a structure before it is built, and the method involves the use of a 360° calibrated 
telescope situated on a dead-level platform that is supported by the three legs of a tripod.  
Beneath the level platform is suspended a plumb-bob on a line, the sharp point of which is 
lowered until it just touches the head of a physical point which is driven into the ground.  As I 
watched this master builder perform this operation for the first time, I marveled at the 
proficiency and experience which guided his every move, and as he gently adjusted the plumb-
bob line so that the index point could be accurately referenced, I wondered how he would hold 
the two ends of the lines together so that everything could be fixed.

Expecting him to tie some kind of knot, he surprised me by reaching into his pocket to locate a 
little device I had never seen before.  He called it a line-cinch, and he showed me how to use it to 
hold the lines together.  I was so impressed by its usefulness and simple design, that I inquired 
where he got it so that I could get one too.  He smiled at me and explained that he invented it 
years earlier when necessity required it, and then quickly began to make me one from a scrap 
piece of copper wire, a little length of tubing, and a pair of pliers.

I’ve carried that little keepsake in my pocket for more than twenty years now, and it always 
reminds me of an old friend, now gone for quite a few years, who knew how to hold things 
together.

2015 has been an astonishing, amazing year for Hosanna Industries.  We have been blessed to help 
142 households with pressing needs through the course of the year.  We have been blessed to 
labor with more than 1500 volunteers who came from far and near to be a part of the mission’s 
work.  We have been blessed to pursue and raise $881,196.70 against our expenses of 
$960,188.86, and we are so grateful for all that has been so graciously given.  We have been 
blessed to celebrate our 25th anniversary year, which I never anticipated would or could happen 
when the mission was first starting out, and as unexpectedly as any of the many miracles Hosanna 
Industries has witnessed through the years, we have been blessed to acquire a new auxiliary 
mission campus consisting of 9 beautiful acres of land in Gibsonia, PA, essentially doubling the
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A Prayer Answered 
You may remember earlier this year when 
Hosanna Industries was looking for a new truck 
to join our fleet.  Dear friends of the mission, 
Tom and Marge Adams, heard our cries for help 
and responded.  In retirement they had 
purchased a Dodge 3500 pickup to tow a fifth 
wheel for vacationing in Florida.  When they 
heard of Hosanna Industries’ need, they 
responded by donating this wonderful truck.  
Maaco in Franklin Park helped with the paint 
job.  This truck is now serving the needy 
throughout Western Pennsylvania on a daily 
basis!

• Wrapping Paper 
• Tape 
• Ribbons 
• Bows 
• Christmas Gift Bags 
• Frozen Turkeys 
• Frozen Chickens 
• Gift Cards 
• Leather Work Gloves 
• White Twin Sheet Sets 
• Office Supplies 
• Pint Size Canning Jars 
• End of the Year Financial Gifts 
• Peace on Earth 
• Goodwill to All 

Hosanna Industries’     
Christmas Wish List

25 Years of Service
Approximately 400,000 phone calls made and received 

More than 2.2 million miles traveled 
Nearly 150,000 volunteers led 

More than 3100 households helped 
Nearly 200 houses built 

2 campuses 
Nearly 17 acres of ground 

14 couples met and married 
27 children born 

Countless tears of joy 
Innumerable hugs 

Tens of thousands of lives transformed 

Thank you for making miracles happen! 



physical capacity of a mission that was born to hear Hosanna cries and to help all kinds of needy people learn new ways to hold it 
together.  Through every hour of this past year, I have seen God’s hands hold the mission together, and I am overwhelmed with 
gratitude.

According to our now 22 year long tradition, we have included in this newsletter a Christmas tree ornament, handmade by the 
mission workers of Hosanna Industries.  It is a gift for you, from our hands and from our hearts.  It is a line-cinch, identical to the 
one given to me years ago.  I hope it will remind you of the significance of holding it together as you place it on your tree.  Maybe, 
after the holiday season, you’ll choose to keep it in your pocket.

Of course, in a very big way, that’s what Christmas is all about.  The disharmony and despair that has always plagued the human 
race, isolating ourselves from one another and alienating us from God, is not only exposed but eradicated because of Christmas.  
Christ is the solution. Christ is the one who can teach us how to hold it together if we listen to His Word.  At Christmastime and 
always, He teaches us to forgive, to try again, to go another mile, to give, to pray, to suffer sometimes, and to always love.

Jesus is the world’s line-cinch, and He’s yours and mine as well!   Merry Christmas, dear Hosanna friend, and thank you for all 
you’ve done to help God’s hands hold Hosanna Industries together.

~DDE

Construction Update    
142 households helped in 2015.  More the 1500 volunteer days given to serve others.  What a blessing!  Thank you for praying and 
serving, giving and caring.  Thank you for helping Mary so she will be comfortable and warm this winter with her newly installed 
furnace.  Thank you for helping Norman so he will be safe and sound with his new ramp and other handicap accessibility features 
for his home.   Thank you for making a difference for Geraldine who now has running hot water in her home with her recently 
installed new hot water tank.  Thank you for transforming Peggy’s home with new siding and flooring so she can be proud of 
where she lives once again.  Thank you for providing a new refrigerator for Rosa, new windows for Melvina, and a new roof for 
Concetta.  

Sometimes I pause in the busy-ness of my days and think about what it would be like to get out of bed in the morning if a couple 
of space heaters were all I had to heat my home.  I reflect on how my life would be different if my hot water tank quit working 
and I couldn’t afford to replace it.  I think about how grateful I am that my pots and pans are used for cooking, not catching 
rainwater.  I spend a moment recognizing how much I rely upon my stove and refrigerator, my washer and dryer.  And then I think 
about those people who live without these every day, who still get up in the morning, send their children off to school, make their 
way to work, or visit the senior center; people I pass by on the sidewalk, in the post office or in the grocery store aisle.  I think 
about how hard they must struggle to hold it all together.  How frustrated and tired, how worn and weary, how embarrassed and 
lonely they must be!  What strength it must take just to face each new day.

Thank you, dear Hosanna friend, for your support of our mission, for the ways you allow us to help these hurting households, for 
the homes and lives you have transformed.  Happy holidays to you and yours!

News from Hosanna Gibsonia 
The grand opening of Hosanna Gibsonia (HG) was held on Sunday November 8 with more than 150 people in attendance.   
Music, painting, catch and release fishing, campfires, s’mores and cheeseburgers made for a wonderful afternoon which was 
culminated and concluded with a dedication of the new property.  From that initial prayer 25 years ago when Hosanna Industries’ 
very first mission workers were commissioned to the prayer at the dedication of HG a week ago, Dr. Richard A. Morledge has 
blessed our mission with his powerful presence, prayers and preaching.  

HG is a place for healing, for art and artists, for music and musicians, for young minds and old souls, for solitude and reflection, for 
jubilant laughter.  Find Hosanna Industries Gibsonia on Facebook and follow our page so you will receive information about 
upcoming events or contact Emily Cadenhead at 724-462-9250 or emily_safran@yahoo.com. with any comments or questions.  

The Fourth Annual Festival of Trees 
Come to Quality Gardens, 409 Route 228 in Valencia, PA to see and enjoy more than 50 beautifully 
and uniquely decorated Christmas trees.  Woodturned ornaments, birds, handprinted spoons, 
children’s literature, clock parts, denim, glass beads, and many more themed trees will all be 
available through a silent auction with a buy now price attached.  On Thursday, November 19 from 
5-8PM, the Corvette Quartet will provide jazz music and Uncle Maddio’s Pizza will provide hors 
d’oeuvres.  On Friday, November 20 from 5-8PM musical entertainment will be provided by Ariel 
and Hannah Clifford and Addy Albert with refreshments from Hampton Banquet Hall.  Finally on 
Saturday, November 21 from 9-3 the Here Comes Treble Quartet and the Greater Cranberry 
Men’s Chorus will perform while Whole Foods offers refreshments.  Come out.  Enjoy the trees, 
music and food for free.  Then bid on a tree and help Hosanna help the needy this holiday season.

In addition to helping with our Festival of Trees, at Whole Foods Market Wexford, $.05 is taken off 
your bill for every shopping bag you reuse.  This season you have the option to donate that nickel to 
Hosanna Industries!  These nickels will add up to valuable dollars to help our needy neighbors.  Head 
to Whole Foods to support Hosanna Industries with your Nickels for Nonprofits! 

Gift Delivery Day
Always a favorite, a memory maker, a opportunity to share joy, and a time to spread cheer Hosanna 
Industries’ annual Christmas Gift Delivery Day is being held on December 12.  Pre-wrapped gifts, 
ground beef, turkeys, chickens, gift cards, and small trees will be ready for delivery to approximately 80 
needy area households.  If you would like to provide poultry or gift cards, please contact Amanda at 
724-770-0262 or amanda@hosannaindustries.org.  If you are interested in participating in this event,  
you must register online at hosannaindustries.org/christmas-gift-delivery-registration.  When you arrive 
on December 12 between 9:30 and 10AM, you will have the option of coming into the Kennedy 
Community Center for a sit-down meal, tours, and a time of fellowship.  Or you can choose the 
streamlined route and travel in your car to the Williams Warehouse where your vehicle will be quickly 
loaded for you, then you can continue on up to Hosanna’s Honey House where Santa will be waiting 
for a visit with the children, and finally as you head out past the Kennedy Community Center you can 
grab a little breakfast-to-go.  Gifts can be delivered on Saturday December 12 or anytime before 
Christmas.  We are in need of many volunteers to spread Christmas love and joy this year!  Make sure 
you register online so we can link you with a needy household and have all the gifts ready to load in 
your vehicle when you arrive.

Gift Wrapping Extravaganza
Come to Sincerely Yogurt in the Richland Mall near Kohls and TJ Maxx and get your gifts 
wrapped quickly and beautifully by mission workers, board members and friends of the 
mission.  On December 5, 6, 18, 19 and 20 from 11AM to 5PM each day, we will have 
wrapping paper and tape, gift bags, ribbons and bows.  Bring your gifts and a donation to 
help the mission of Hosanna Industries and walk away with a time-consuming task checked 
off your to-do list!  If you would like to volunteer to wrap gifts or donate supplies for this 
event, please contact Amanda Becker at amanda@hosannaindustries.org or 724-770-0262.

Looking Ahead to 2016
Runners and walkers can help Hosanna Industries by participating in our 2nd Annual 5K to be held in 
North Park on April 9.  You can also join Hosanna Industries’ team for the Pittsburgh Marathon and 
fundraise for us.  For more information, please visit our website at www.hosannaindustries.org and 
visit the 5K page under the Upcoming Event tab at the top of the website.

Men and women, boys and girls, young and old, all who would like to volunteer with the mission of 
Hosanna Industries in 2015 are encouraged to visit our volunteer page under the What We Do tab of 
our website and contact Emily Cadenhead at 724-770-0262 or by email at emily_safran@yahoo.com 
to schedule a day of service.  Nine people cannot complete 150 projects in a year without a lot of help.  
While we are all pretty good at swinging hammers and running saws, operating drills and turning 
wrenches there are simply too many roofs and windows, cabinets and countertops, hot water tanks 
and furnaces, pipes and wires that need repaired, replaced, and upgraded for us to try to do it alone. 
We absolutely can not do what we do without you swinging a hammer, sharing your heart, and using 
your hands to help others.  Come join us for a day, a week, a month, or more in 2016!
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