
Throughout my life, I have loved good music and 

poetry.  Words mean a great deal to me, but 

Beethoven, Chopin or Rachmaninoff can stop 

me dead in my tracks.  A poem by Whitman or 

Rossetti takes my soul to invisible places few 

other things can. 
 

Since I was a little boy, somehow, hymns bring 

the two together in a matchless way.  I love 

great hymns.  Many preachers and church-goers 

can name a favorite, but even though I’ve been 

singing hymns for more than half a century, I’d 

be hard pressed to name one favorite. 
 

There are so many great hymns: 
 

God Is Here! As We His People; Jesus Loves 

Me; This is My Father’s World; I Heard the Bells 

on Christmas Day; In the Bleak Midwinter; Joy 

to the World; O Little Town of Bethlehem;   

Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken; God of 

Grace and God of Glory; The Church’s One 

Foundation; Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah; 

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go; Be Thou My 

Vision; When I Survey the Wondrous Cross; 

America the Beautiful; Beneath the Cross of 

Jesus; Sing a Song of Celebration; Lead On, O 

King Eternal; Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face 

to Face; Once to Every Man and Nation; My 

Country, ’Tis of Thee; Spirit of God, Descend 

Upon My Heart; Come, Christians, Join to Sing; 

When Morning Gilds the Skies; O Sacred Head, 

Now Wounded; Holy, Holy Holy, Lord God 

Almighty; A Mighty Fortress is Our God; O 

Come, All Ye Faithful; All Hail the Power of  

Jesus’ Name; Alleluia!  Alleluia! Hearts to   

Heaven; Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Come 

Thou Fount of Every Blessing; For the Beauty of 

The Earth; Great is Thy Faithfulness; How Great 

Thou Art; I Sing of the Mighty Power of God; 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise; Joyful,   

Joyful, We Adore Thee; Let all Mortal Flesh 

Keep Silence; Morning Has Broken; Now Thank 

We All Our God; Of the Father’s Love        

Begotten; Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven; 

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne;  We Gather 

Together; Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus; 

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing; Amazing Grace; 

Be Still, My Soul; It Is Well With My Soul; Love 

Divine, All Love’s Excelling; Lord, You Give the 

Great Commission; We Would Be Building; 
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Called As Partners in Christ’s Service; Dear Lord 

and Father of All Mankind; Here I Am, Lord; Micah 

6:8.  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life; How 

Firm a Foundation; For All the Saints; Jesus, The 

Very Thought of Thee; Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart. 
 

For many years Dick Morledge and I were blessed 

by the Austin family to attend the annual Pittsburgh 

Pirates’ Home Opener.  Regardless of the weather, 

I always deeply enjoyed this annual tradition if      

not for the baseball then certainly for the great   

fellowship.  For me, the greatest moment of all was 

at the 7th inning stretch, when tens of thousands of 

people rose to sing, “Take Me Out to the Ball 

Game”.  Sometimes, with tears in my eyes, I’d   

comment to Rev. Morledge that church should be 

like this—an expression of real community. 
 

I suppose that’s why I’ve always loved hymns.  For 

me, nothing better illustrates the community and 

harmony of what the human race can be than a full 

congregation of diverse people standing to sing a 

beautiful song backed up by masterful accompani-

ment.  There’s never a rehearsal, and yet some of 

the most beautiful music I’ve ever heard has come 

to my ears this way. 
 

A few years ago in the beginning years of my       

pastoral work at the First Congregational Church   

of Etna, I was introduced to a new Hymnbook and 

to one particular hymn I had never heard before.  

Recently, my daughter Emily pointed out to me 

how closely the lyrics resemble the values and   

energies that are rooted deeply within Hosanna 

Industries’ heart.  Both the music and lyrics are 

authored by Marty Hauger, whom I believe was 

inspired by God to write this genuinely great new 

hymn called, “All Are Welcome”: 
 

“Let us build a house where love can dwell and all 

can safely live, a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive.  Built of hopes and 

dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace: 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  All are 

welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 

place.” 
 

“Let us build a house where prophets speak, and 

words are strong and true, where all God’s children 

dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.  Here the 

cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s 

grace; here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: All 



Support these Businesses and Support Hosanna 
Purvis Brothers has agreed to match up to $1000 of all donations given at any of the five Planet Mart locations during the 
week of June 15th through the 21st.  Donations will be accepted via the "Change Matters" blocks and trucks on Planet Mart 

counters. Planet Mart is located in Mars, Adams Twp., Penn Twp., Cabot, and Butler.  
 

Allgreen Inc. will donate to Hosanna Industries 100% of all income from "seconds" landscape block sales, and 10% of all   

other block sales sold on Friday, June 20th and Saturday, June 21st.  Allgreen is located in Valencia. 
 

The following restaurants are doing fundraisers for Hosanna.  Just mention our name to your server so a percentage of your 

bill will go to Hosanna Industries so we can continue to repair the homes of the needy in our area:  Applebee’s in Cranberry 

on June 22 from 11am to 9pm; Buffalo Wild Wings in Gibsonia on June 29 from 11am to 10pm; Buffalo Wild Wings in  

Cranberry every Wednesday in July from 11am to midnight, and Applebee’s in Gibsonia on July 20 from 11am to midnight. 

are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.” 
 

“Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat:  a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet.  

Here the love of God, through Jesus, Is revealed in time and space; as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: All are welcome, 

all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.” 
 

“Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the 

Word they’ve known.  Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; let us bring an end to fear and danger:  All 

are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.” 
 

“Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words 

within the Word.  Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, let this house proclaim from floor to 

rafter:  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.” 
 

I suppose that house can be a home, a family, a church, a friendship, a community, a nation, even a world someday.  I hope you’re 

singing.  I hope you’re building.  Thank you so very much, for helping Hosanna in building that house, wherever it may be. 
 

~DDE 

Construction Update 
Do you know what can be accomplished in one week’s time?  Eleven mission workers and 400 volunteers can give their time 
and talents, $35,000 of materials that were purchased or donated can be utilized, a house can be built and a life can be re-

stored.  As you may recall, Joey had lost his home to a fire last autumn.  With the help of many hearts and hands, Joey was 

able to move into his new home for Easter this year.  The hosanna cries for help turned into hallelujahs of praise.   Thank 

you to all who made this possible! 
 

In 22 weeks, over 68 projects and $400,000 of market value construction work can be completed.  Remember that brutally 

cold winter we had?  Furnaces have been repaired and replaced so needy households had safe, efficient heat.  Did you enjoy 

a hot shower recently?  So have a few other people who have new hot water tanks.  Are you enjoying the gorgeous days 

and fresh air this Spring?  So are some other households who have new windows.  Last year the average income of the    
people we helped was less than $20,000 a year.  New roofs, new windows, new furnaces, new  electric panels.  Restored 

safety.  Restored hope.  Restored peace. 
 

Thank you for all you do to allow Hosanna Industries’ mission workers continue to answer the cries, “Rescue me now, Lord, 

please!” 

Joey’s House Before During And After Four Days! 



Hosanna and Heinz Help Hazelwood  

Welcome Summer Staff 2014 

Hosanna likes to help people in need throughout Southwestern Pennsylvania wherever 
they live.  It makes our planning and scheduling a little more challenging but it also means 

that the cries for help of impoverished people can be responded to wherever they are 

heard in our region.      
 

Most organizations prefer to focus on specific communities so that they can readily see 
their impact.  Hazelwood is such a community.  When the steel industry shut down nearly 

30 years ago Hazelwood suffered economic losses from which they have never effectively 

recovered. Recently Hosanna Industries and Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh have been 

partnering with Heinz Endowments to make a change in Hazelwood because although 
Pittsburgh is the most livable city in the United States, the Hazelwood neighborhood is not.  

Houses are being renovated and repaired.  Lives are being improved.  The neighborhood is 

being transformed.  The time is coming when Hazelwood will be renewed! 

A couple of years ago a long-time friend of Hosanna Industries, Norm Carroll, made a 
very unique donation to the mission: a Lance airplane!  With this very generous gift we 

now have the ability to fly our mission workers to areas of disaster and poverty.  We used 

it when we did tornado repair work in Joplin, MO and West Liberty, KY.  This last year, we gave the plane a facelift, inside 

and out.  You are invited to a dedication of the Lance on Sunday, July 20 at 2pm at the Beaver County Airport.   

Your Invitation to our Lance Dedication 

A Challenge 

Hosanna, RTP, Hazelwood  
community members and other 

volunteers pause for a selfie 

while helping a neighbor in need. 

This year we are privileged to be able to work with five young summer staff members.  Chad, Kaylan, Maria, McKenzi, and 
Sofia will all bring youthful energy, passion, strength and dedication to the mission of Hosanna Industries this summer. We 

are grateful for their desire to work with, learn from, help others, and serve God through Hosanna. 

If you are inspired by the work of Hosanna Industries or the sacrifice of another, won’t you please consider donating        
regularly?  Gifts can be sent to the mission at 109 Rinard Lane, Rochester, PA 15074.  They can be made on our website, 

www.hosannaindustries.org through Paypal.  You can call Hosanna Industries and speak with Amy Ed, our Office Manager, to 

give monthly by credit card or with Julie Wettach, our Financial Steward, to give monthly with electronic funds transfer from 

your bank account directly to Hosanna’s.  Our mission is heading toward it’s 25th anniversary.  We need your support to 
continue meeting the critical home repair and new construction needs of the impoverished in our community. 

She is elderly, disabled and financially poor.  She walks with a lift on her shoe, with great difficulty, and with a walker.  Other 
days she is in a wheelchair.  She lives in a small apartment with no cable, no computer or internet and does not use a cell 

phone.  She heard about Hosanna Industries helping needy homeowners with house repairs.  She has never owned a home 

and probably never will.  She could never afford one.  And, because of her inability to care for a home responsibly she would 

not want one.  She does, however, want to help those who are living with difficult situations and need home repairs. She 
sacrifices to donate $10 each month to Hosanna and has done so for many years now.  We receive many donated dollars 

for which we are eternally grateful from individuals, churches, businesses and foundations that allow us to continue to help 

our needy neighbors.  This gift, though, means so much to our mission because her monthly income is less than $700!      

Her sacrifice for others is heart-wrenching.  Her love and compassion for those she does not know and will never meet is 
inspiring.  Won’t you consider joining her in donating $10 a month?  Maybe you can afford more but I’m sure she would    

be so thrilled to know that her sacrifice can grow a mission by inspiring others to give what she gives.  With heartfelt           

appreciation for a quiet, generous soul, we ask you to consider it. 

How to Donate Regularly 

Golf Outing and Trap Shoot Fundraisers 
The 10th Annual Spring Trap Shoot raised more than $14,000!  The 60 shooters had delicious food, beautiful weather, and a 
lot of fun while helping their neighbors in need.  The 2nd Annual Autumn Trap Shoot is scheduled for October 18 and the 

17th Annual Golf Outing will be held on September 15.  For more information, please visit the Upcoming Events page of our 

website, www.hosannaindustries.org. 
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Hosanna Industries, Inc. 

By email:   
 

I took the whole week off of electronics!  So I am finally getting around to write to you with a HUGE THANK YOU to the 

whole Hosanna staff for making our stay with you such a wonderful experience!  The children, and many adults felt a sense 

of empowerment, and the ability to tackle some of those small home projects that they have been putting off.  Everyone 
asked me if I was planning on doing it again next year!  I told them YES.  After church yesterday a needy woman told me that 

her dining room light switch was not working,  I told her I had a switch at home and fixed it for her that afternoon.  We are 

passing it on.  Thank you again, and may God continue to bless you all and the work of Hosanna Industries. ~Mark 

 
On behalf of the First Congregational Church of Etna, Mission and Outreach team, I would like to thank you for the bicycles 

you provided to us.  We will be presenting them to the children who reside next door to the church tomorrow evening. 

The weather is just right for them to start riding, and we're sure they'll be excited about such a thoughtful and happy gift!  

This is very meaningful for our church as we hold these children close.  Thank you for all of the wonderful works you do. 
~Jen and Joanne 

 

In the mail: 

 
As you transform a house to a home, so also do you transform the lives you touch.  God’s love is alive, and reaching far and 

near.  You deliver God’s Amazing Grace!  I am forever grateful for your relationship, your craftsmanship, and your care to 

provide what I could not do on my own.  Love and prayers ~ Jan 
 

You are incredible.  Your hearts are huge and so is your love.  May God bless you out of your socks as you serve Him with 

freedom, joy, and faithfulness to Christ.  Yours in Jesus ~ the Abundant Life family. 

 


