
What's happening in your 

house today? I hope that all 

the systems and surfaces 

are in good order where 

you live, but for many I've 

got to do more than hope, 

because I know things are in 

rough shape and people 

need help. 
 

One of the services         

Hosanna Industries provides 

is repair and rehabilitation 

of existing homes for the 

poor. Over the years, we've 

been in thousands of homes 

trying our best to improve 

the living conditions for 

needy neighbors near and 

far, some with modest re-

pairs and others needing an 

entire house makeover 

from top to bottom! Every 

time we get out of the 

trucks and put our feet in 

someone else's home, we're 

there in the name of God's 

love. Most of the time,   

people understand that. 

Sometimes they don't, but 

when that happens I've got 

to trust God to do what 

only He can accomplish as I 

pack up my tools and drive 

away. 
 

From a certain standpoint, 

houses are really operating 

systems. Every component 

has a purpose. Everything 

matters. If you flip the light 

switch and see sparks   

coming out of the wall, 

you've got a problem.         
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Something's not right, and it 

needs to be attended to     

without delay!  When it rains, 

the shingles on your roof are 

supposed to shed water. If 

they fail to do so, you've got a 

problem.  Water and gravity 

have no trouble getting along 

with each other. Hoping that 

the rain will go away won't 

keep the bathroom ceiling dry! 

That roof has to be fixed.  
 

When winter rolls in,          

everything gets cold. If the   

furnace is broken, the people 

inside suffer in shivering     

despair. Pipes burst. Plaster 

cracks.  Systems shut down. 

Years ago I met a widow   

woman who was living in her 

kitchen in one of the poorest 

neighborhoods in Pittsburgh. 

Her name was Ella Mae. She 

was in her 80's at the time and 

had moved into her kitchen 

because she didn't have enough 

money to fix the old and    

broken furnace. Her oven ran 

all night with the door open to 

keep her from freezing to 

death on the coldest nights. As 

I walked into her kitchen and 

got a fix on her desperate    

situation, I couldn't help but 

notice a picture of Jesus the 

Good Shepherd hanging on the 

wall above her tiny kitchen 

table. I'll never forget that    

picture of Jesus. 
 

We were blessed to provide 

her a new furnace, and for the 

first time in too long a time,  

 

 
Ella Mae was able to live in 

her house again instead of 

her kitchen. I suppose she's 

living today in that house of 

many mansions that the 

Good Shepherd promised 

to God's children, and for 

that I'm truly grateful, but 

for awhile here on earth, I 

think she was living close to 

the gates of hell. I'm glad 

Jesus was with her, and I'm 

grateful that we were able 

to help Him lift her out of 

the bind she was in. You 

may have helped to make 

that happen, and I'm grateful 

for that, too! 
 

So what's happening in your 

house today? 
 

One of the greatest realities 

of life, to me, is its absolute 

and nearly infinite richness 

of texture, variety, and 

complexity. There is so 

much variation, such wealth 

of human experience, and    

I realized a long time ago 

that I am a very rich man       

because I've been allowed 

to witness so much of it. 
 

Not long ago, I received     

a call from a pastor. He 

asked for prayer. Then he         

described how the exhaust 

system fell off his aging car 

and how expensive the   

repair bill was expected to 

be. Then he remarked on 

the disturbing conflict    

within the little church that 



he serves.  This peaceful man wanted to quit.  I encouraged him to hang in there! We found a way to help him with his 

car as well. 
 

How's your house working today? 
 

I visited a good man last week who's done very well with his life. He started a company a couple decades ago with little 

more than his ideas and energy. Today, he employs hundreds of people in a thriving global enterprise! He wanted to 

give me a ride in his new car. It's a Maserati. I told him that I'd love to, but I'd need about six hours! He laughed and I 

smiled as I shook his hand. I am truly grateful for the happiness his success has brought to his life. 
 

How's it going in your house today? 
 

A few days ago, I got an email from a distant friend. She's about my age. She's been married and raised a family. Now 

she's on her own. Her husband left her some time ago, leaving her shattered. She didn't quit, however, and now she 

has a good job and owns her own home. But she has a problem. When it rains, the water pours in through her ceiling. 

She's tried to fix it, but now the ceiling is falling down. She's overwhelmed! She's called dozens of contractors, but no 

one has responded. All she's asked me for is advice. Think about that! This poor soul can't even find someone to give 

her advice! 
 

How's your house working today? 
 

This morning while having a breakfast, I read an article in the paper about the estimated 100,000 kids, 12 to 24 years 

old across our nation who are out there alone. No families, no jobs, no money, nothing. The experts say these kids 

want to work. They've conducted surveys and written dissertations about this "invisible, unaccompanied population". 

No one seems to know how to access them, reach them, help them! This is in America in 2013. What's happened? 
 

How's our house working today? 
 

I just got word from a dear elderly lady whose home we recently re-sided. Her income is barely more than a thousand 

dollars a month, or 250 dollars a week. She sent a beautiful thank-you card with a handwritten note inside. She said we 

changed her life forever. I'd say you changed her life forever, too. Folded within her card was a check, a gift to the   

mission in the amount of 50 dollars. How generous! I am grateful. 
 

The next piece of mail revealed another unexpected gift, a check in the amount of $25,000 from another one of God's 

children. How gracious! No strings attached, just a note instructing the mission to use these dollars to assist with    

operating expenses. Twenty years ago, that gift would have paid an entire year of Hosanna's expenses! Today, we'll use 

it wisely to get us down the road for another week. Praise God! 
 

I didn't get much sleep last night. Many hours were spent in yet another crisis. A young man from far away has gotten 

himself into some pretty big trouble. His loving parents are tapped out. He landed at our doorstep troubled, confused, 

afraid, and bewildered. I told him he could stay here for awhile if he keeps his nose clean and works hard. We'll try to 

help him find a better path. Who knows what will happen? We'll work, and pray, and believe! 
 

How is your house doing today? 
 

Last Thursday, I got into the tool-truck with one of my long-time colleagues at the end of the workday. We succeeded 

in helping two families in McKeesport that day. One family received a new, modern electrical panel box that replaced 

the old and dangerous original fuse box. The other family received a washer and dryer, along with new water lines 

since the old copper lines had been stripped from the home by thieves two years ago! 
 

As we drove back to the mission, we talked about the twenty years of working together at Hosanna, and how fast the 

time has flown! We figured that we've been in about 30 of the nation's states, helped about half a million people, and 

traveled well more than a million miles together! He looked at me and said, "You know, Donn, we'll never get all the 

work done...", and I nodded and replied, "You're right, brother, but at least we got something started". 
 

I hope your house is doing well today, dear friend! 
 

DDE 



 

Construction Update 

They say time flies when you’re having fun.  Well, we had a lot of fun at Hosanna    

this summer.  In three months we led about 900 volunteers, completed 35 projects, 

and spread the compassion of Christ to needy families throughout Southwestern       

Pennsylvania and in West Liberty, KY.  We installed a wheelchair ramp for Norman.  

He’s 75 and can’t carry his 52 year old handicapped son to their van anymore.  We 

helped Edward.  He’s 72 and not used to asking for help but the house he lives in was 

built to be a chicken coop and he needed some assistance.  We put a new roof on for 

Tillie who is 86 and has taken care of her 18 year old grandson for the past 16 years.  

She has a great sense of humor and loves to talk.  Her roof was leaking and on her 

very limited fixed income she needed help.  We helped Phyllis who’d lost almost    

everything she owned in the tornado that wiped out both her town and her house.  

And we helped the children of Homewood to have a safe place to go afterschool 

where they can find love and care.  Altogether in June, July and August we completed 

more than $400,000 of market value charitable construction work.  It was a busy 

summer filled with bringing light to dark places, peace to scary places, hope to weary 

people, and joy to forlorn people.  You made that possible.  Whether you were 

swinging a hammer with our staff, writing a check or saying a prayer, it was your   

partnership and presence that allowed Hosanna to help so many people in need.  Thank you, dear friend.  Please    

continue to keep us in your thoughts and prayers.  We still have so many people who need help.  Elizabeth needs a 

new electric panel because she requires oxygen 24/7 and she keeps tripping the breaker.  She used to weigh 250 

pounds but is slowly walking and learning to eat right.  She says that peaches are her favorite fruit but they’re            

expensive and she just can’t afford them.  Sandra needs our help too.  She has two children in their 40’s still living    

with her.  Her daughter stays at home to help take care of her severely disabled brother who lives in a hospital bed in 

their living room.  With your help, we will help both of these hurting households and many, many more.  In addition   

to the vital scattered site home repair work we do, Homewood Renaissance would like to partner with Hosanna     

Industries to repair abandoned houses in Homewood, Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh would like our help leading     

volunteers and training their staff in the repair of houses for households in need in Hazelwood, and we are currently   

in the midst of building a two bedroom house for Chestnut Mountain Ranch, a Christ-centered school and home for 

boys in crisis outside of Morgantown, West Virginia.  Yes, there is a lot of need out there.  Thank you dear friend for 

your willingness to ease that need, for the Spirit of the Lord working in your life, and for your willingness to give of 

yourself to others.  Bless you. 

Our amazing roofing crew working at Tillie’s house.  Did you notice?  Everyone working on Tillie’s roof is female.    

Our current staff is 80% female and 100% amazing! 

Todd Rossman, our Board 

President volunteered his time 

and travelled to West Liberty 

with our staff to help Phyllis. 



 

Trade Skill Learning Center Students Begin Third Term 

Summer Staff Farewell 

As you may recall, in January 2013 Hosanna opened the doors of the Terrell 

Trade Skill Learning Center to its first class of students.  For 20 weeks we taught 

them about building.  We taught them to read a tape measure and get a good 

night's sleep.  We showed them how to lay a foundation and that we believe in 

them.  We taught them to frame walls and to build quality relationships.  Our 

third semester of this three year long program begins this month.  Please pray 

for the students who have so much to learn; prior to this year they had little 

opportunity to learn even the most basic concepts of building. 
 

For this and other future semesters we will be leading the students through the complete renovation of dilapidated 

houses in Homewood.  Already they've learned basic tools, concepts and techniques for building in our Terrell Trade 

Skill Learning Center.  Now they are going to apply their new knowledge.  This will be a critical part of their training.  

It will give them the opportunity to practice what they've already been taught and the chance to gain experience with 

all aspects of home repair.  Just as importantly, or maybe even more so, they will be working on homes in their own 

neighborhood.  Although Homewood was once one of the most desirable neighborhoods in Pittsburgh, home to both 

Andrew Carnegie and George Westinghouse, when wealth moved out, poverty came in.  And now hopelessness waits 

on every street corner.  Our students will be catalysts bringing change once again to Homewood.  They will repair the 

abandoned dilapidated homes in their own neighborhood.  They will show their community and their peers what young 

people can do.  They will bring hope and vitality back to their community.  Ten young men, one task, one house at a 

time and Homewood will one day be a vibrant part of Pittsburgh once again.  Pray for us. 

Autumn Trap Shoot, Thanksgiving Pies, and Festival of Trees 
We will be holding our first annual Trap Shoot Benefit Event on Saturday, October 19.  

Camaraderie, conversation, and clays, food, fun, and fundraising will fill this day.  Come 

be a part.  Lift your gun, aim and shoot.  With you and the other good folks that day we 

will be able to lift lives, providing them with repairs on their homes, renewed hope in 

their lives, and restored strength to carry on.  Visit the Upcoming Events page of our 

website, www.hosannaindustries.org, for more information or call Amy Lee Firek at 724-601-7557. 
 

You can also contact Amy Lee to order your apple or pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving this year.  While you 

are enjoying that delicious meal with family and friends you will know that you are also helping a poor 

household.  Because of your support of Hosanna, another family will receive desperately needed home 

repairs.  What a great way to celebrate the blessings God has given you!  Order your pie today, or at 

least by November 11, so you can have it for Thanksgiving Day.  If your church or business would like to 

be a part, for any orders of 30 pies or more, we will provide free local delivery. 
 

On Saturday November 23rd be sure to visit Quality Gardens on Route 228!  We will have 25 hand   

decorated artificial Christmas trees on sale for $75 to $300.  Proceeds will benefit the impoverished 

households we serve everyday.  If you are interested in volunteering to decorate a themed tree, Hosanna 

can provide the tree, while you either make or purchase the ornaments.  Please contact Amanda Becker 

at 724-770-0262 if you are interested in decorating a tree or come to Quality Gardens the weekend be-

fore Thanksgiving to make a purchase that will beautify your home and help a neighbor in need. 

Thank you to Randi Francis, Tyler Glasgow, and Jake Przybycien who gave their time and talent to the mission this 

summer.  They helped to lead volunteers and get work done for the needy.  They were a blessing to hundreds of   

people this summer and we’ll miss them. 



Hosanna Helps Homewood Renaissance 

Because of our connection with Homewood Renaissance and our Trade Skill 

Learning Center students, the second week of August found us leading nearly 

300 volunteers through the comprehensive renovation of a formerly abandoned 

house on Idlewild Street in Homewood.  Homewood Renaissance Association 

was provided with the funding to purchase and renovate the home to be used 

for the children in the neighborhood.  This house will now provide a safe place, 

good food, homework help, and caring mentors for the young people of Home-

wood. 

 

Before the blitz rehab could begin, our staff had to visit the home to come up 

with a vision, a plan, and a purchasing list.  As we were driving through the 

neighborhood, we believe we saw signs of drug activity.  As we walked into the 

house, signs of poverty and hopelessness were strewn about with the stacks of 

mail, dirty laundry, random furniture, and filth everywhere.  Gang symbols were 

painted on the trick bike that had been abandoned in the basement.  Drugs, 

gangs, impropriety, poverty and dirt.  And in the little kitchen in the middle of 

all this there was a forgotten scrapbook with just one picture in it.  One little 

boy about 6 years old in a graduation cap and gown, wearing the biggest smile 

you’ve ever seen.  I imagine he was graduating from kindergarten and so proud 

of his accomplishment.  And it just made me sad.  With all that surrounds him, 

what is going to come of this boy who today has so much promise, so much 

potential?  How long before the streets, the gangs, the hopelessness become a 

part of who he is? 

 

Maybe not.  Maybe he’ll return to this house regularly.  This beautifully renovat-

ed home filled with kindness and care, hope and peace.  And maybe this home 

will offer him what was otherwise missing in his life.  Maybe it will open the 

doors of opportunity and maybe he will walk right through.  And that’s why 

Hosanna’s mission workers and volunteers from Fox Chapel Presbyterian, 

Northway Christian Community, Bakerstown Presbyterian, and Gainesville 

United Methodist; Pine Valley Camp; and Homewood gave their time, talents 

and energy to this project.  There are so many young children in Homewood 

that need hope and peace, security and compassion, understanding and guid-

ance.  And now they have a place where they can find all that and more!   

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with this wonderful project.  We expect to 

be working in Homewood renovating houses similar to this one several times 

next year. 

Preaching Clinic 

Does your preaching need rejuvenation?  Do you want help getting ready for Advent?  Do you want to learn to preach 

without using notes?  If you answered yes to any of these questions whether you are a pastor or a layperson, sign up 

for our preaching clinic.  From October 7 through November 4 on Monday evenings from 6 to 8PM in the Morledge 

Library and Chapel on Hosanna’s campus, you will have the opportunity to learn from experts, to prepare a sermon, to 

preach, and to receive constructive feedback.  Enter the pulpit with greater confidence than ever before, come into 

Advent prepared to preach the good news with renewed enthusiasm, and plan to reach more people for Christ each 

week.  Call our office as soon as possible at 724-770-0262 to register.  We only have space for six participants. 

Before 

Work in progress 

After 
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Hosanna Industries, Inc. 

On Facebook:   
 

I wish to thank all of you for the fantastic job of providing me with a new roof. Since the completed job I have had a chance 

to experience quite a bit of rain fall and assure you that all is well, no leaks. Thank you so much and God Bless.  ~ Tom 
 

You guys are just wonderful people!  I really admire you and want to be just like you when I grow up!  (I’ll be 60 in Nov.)     

~ Susan 
 

By e-mail: 
 

It was wonderful to work with all of you on the home of the Zhu family.  We all were impressed again by the skill, organiza-

tion and dedication of the Hosanna staff.  We appreciated your able instruction and gentle nudging to assist with the work in 
the best way we could… The Zhu family made an impression on our hearts as well.  Their graciousness, hospitality and gen-

uine appreciation was another blessing to all of us! ~ Marie 
 

By mail: 
 

I would like to thank you so much for helping me in my time of need.  Do you know the saying, “You don’t know what you 

got until it’s gone.”  That is so true!  Being without hot water for almost two months I really missed it.  Also, I am so grateful 

for the gift card from you.  It will be used wisely for needed food and medicine.  I thank and appreciate Brian and Amy for 

their work on the installation of the hot water tank.  Now I know that there are angels on earth.  You are so thoughtful, 
kind, and caring.  May God bless you all! ~ Linda 


