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Hosanna Industries, Inc.

Just a few days ago, as the sun was beginning to fall in the western sky,  I found myself racing against the 
clock to make some progress on an important outdoor project, attempting to complete this work before 
the onset of winter.  With saw and hammer, I set my focus upon the task of completing some simple framing, 
but in the process I inadvertently nailed several boards in an improper location.

Despite all the years of accumulating knowledge and experience in this field and despite my intention of 
doing a good job, I had done something that I’m never proud of doing.  I had made a mistake. 

Believe me, I am more than qualified to make that statement.  I’ve made innumerable mistakes over the 
years of my life, and my dossier of mistake-making is more extensive than I am happy to admit.  I’ve made 
mistakes in judgement, logic, and perception.  I’ve made errors in decision-making, listening, speaking, and 
doing.  I seriously doubt that there’s even one aspect of my life into which mistake-making hasn’t insidiously 
entered.

When I was a young man, I probably would have taken a sledgehammer to the framing mistake, demolishing 
what I had to work with, and leaving no alternative but to start all over again.  That’s a human option, but it’s 
expensive.  I’m not young anymore.  My hands didn’t reach for a sledgehammer, but instead they picked up a 
tool called a “cat’s paw”, designed to discretely retract an embedded nail without causing too much damage 
to the overall work.  Carefully, I applied the physics of this tool to my framing error and in a few well-spent 
minutes I was able to undo the wrong I had done without being destructive.  

2000 years ago, a little baby boy was born to an unmarried and bewildered couple in a town called 
Bethlehem of Judea, half-way around the world from the region we call home.  His newly born body was 
swaddled in long strips of cloth and placed in a borrowed, crudely built manger as His family had no proper 
cradle to put into use.   Thirty-three years later His scourged and flesh-torn body, now dead, would be 
removed from a Roman cross of crucifixion, wrapped in long strips of cloth again, and placed in a borrowed 
grave.  

Without God’s grace, the life of Jesus, from birth to death, would arguably be just another sad portrait of a 
life riddled with the results of mistakes that have always plagued the human race.  With God’s grace, 
however, His life becomes the miracle of salvation and the emblem for all true human progress.  Jesus is the 
instrument, the tool, of divine grace that God sent into the world to repair all the mistakes we make 
without making things worse.  Jesus is the personification of God’s grace in this world.  He is the living 
incarnation of God’s will, not to condemn but to correct, to build rather than demolish, to be constructive 
instead of destructive.  

Our world is self-destructing under the sledgehammer swing of pride, hostility, hatred, terrorism, violence, 
senselessness, bigotry, judgmentalism, and meanness.  We are hurting one another, hurting the human race, 
hurting God, and hurting the cause of the Christ whom God sent into the world to save.  Our pride and 
arrogance have grown large and heavy like the head of a 20-pound sledge and we ignore the delicate utility 
of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s “cat’s-paw” in the Divine Builder’s Toolbox.  

Nearly 28 years ago, Hosanna Industries was born to be an instrument of grace in God’s world.  The mission 
has never known a day since its beginning on which destructiveness could not have prevailed.  But we were 
and are called by Christ to be constructive, to build rather than destroy, to help rather than to hurt, to heal 
rather than injure.  We have been invited to share in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and what a year of 
grace this has been!  Since last Christmas, the mission’s service log reports that we have been privileged to 
help 161 needy households, work with 1675 volunteers, and use all of the gifts generously given to build 
more than two million dollars worth of equity in this world.  We have made blunders, errors, mistakes in 
various ways, but God’s grace has been sufficient in correcting the way without condemning the work.  
God’s grace always prevails if we allow it to work.  

Very soon, the Holiday Season will be upon us once more.  For a little while, the world will be full of the 
signs of Christmastime.  Lights, decorations, trees, presents, parties, carols and candles will ornament our 
experience, but will we grasp the profound and transforming meaning of it all?  Sledgehammers work, if 
demolition is what you are aiming to do.  But must we behave with demolition in mind?  Isn’t there a better 
alternative?  Christmas means there is a better alternative and its name is Grace in the person of Jesus.  

The Real Worth 
In the mail:  God’s beautiful Son shines through you and and your organization and His 
beautiful sun shines through our safe front window. ~ Carl and Edith

By text:  It’s a beautiful roof and I can never express how grateful I am.  Thank you so very 
much.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.  Blessings on all of you good people ~ Becky

By text:  Just wanted to let you know that dad’s new roof looks wonderful!!!!  We cannot 
thank you all enough!  I could just hug you all to death!  You don’t know how much worry 
you have taken off of my shoulders.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!! ~ Jeri

Online:  Hosanna Industries not only helps those in need, it opens our eyes and humbles 
us to the great need in our world.   Working and praying with Hosanna shows that anyone 
can help their neighbor receive shelter, warmth,  and food, and in so doing to recognize 
God’s blessings.  My Girl Scout troops love to volunteer with Hosanna and have learned 
so much about generosity, caring, faith, respect, hard work and the satisfaction of knowing 
your hands have helped make the world a little bit better.   Thank you, Hosanna Industries, 
for helping us learn that God's work is everybody's business. ~Robin

By text:  I spoke with the Hosanna client today about the Thanksgiving Dinner delivery.  
He is very excited and appreciative about receiving the dinner.   His electricity was turned 
off for two days because water got in his electrical panel.  It cost him $300 and he used 
his monthly grocery money to cover this unexpected expense.  This has put him behind 
on his bills.   He is on disability and only receives $900 per month.  With the meal we 
provide, he will be able to cook on Thanksgiving for his son, daughter-in-law, and two 
grandchildren.  

By text:  I want to share some talents at Hosanna.  I am really stepping out of my comfort 
zone by teaching Christ-centered disciplines intended to strengthen physical, mental and 
spiritual health, but I believe I am called to do this.  It has transformed my life for the 
better and I want to share that with others. ~Allaire

By mail:  I was so happy to receive the precious gift box from the children.  Just to think 
they took the time to remember an older person touched my heart.  Everything in the 
box I can use.  I loved all of the candy.  The word book will keep my mind busy.  The white 
candle will keep me praying for the sick that they will feel better real soon.  I am most 
grateful for the help you have blessed me with and that you took the time to send me this 
gift.  Keep up the precious work:  it is needed to help seniors be safe.  I’ll pray for you and 
all you do to help others.  God bless each of you.  You are the best angels.  God sent you 
to help me.  You all have beautiful safe holidays.  You’re an A+.  ~Joy

Thank You 
To all who have been a part of this year at Hosanna Industries, we are so very grateful.  We 
thank you for your prayers that keep us strong and motivated each day.  We thank you for 
your donated dollars so we can answer the phones, keep the trucks running and buy the 
materials we need.  We thank all who volunteered with us this year whether you were 
swinging a hammer, picking vegetables, teaching a class, repairing a tool, planting a bulb, 
cleaning a building, or answering Christ’s call in another way.  We are only able to 
accomplish all that we do because of all of the hands that share in our work.  We thank 
everyone who attended our benefit events from Galentine’s Day to the Festival of Trees.  
Your support is so important to what we do.  We thank all those who called for our help 
and opened their doors to us so we had a place to serve, to work, and to express our 
faith.  We thank all who attended classes, workshops, Bible study and evening worship 
services.  We are grateful for the opportunity to work with you, to teach and lead, and to 
share our gifts with you.  You have made such a huge impact on each of us individually and 
on Hosanna Industries’ mission as a whole.  Please keep praying for us and for the mission 
that we serve.  You have already done so much for the mission, for which we are ever so 
grateful.  In the event that you may be considering a year-end gift as well, we want to 
remind you to make sure it is post-marked by December 31 so that it can be posted in 
2017.  We wish you and yours a very happy Thanksgiving and the most meaningful of 
Christmastimes.  May the light of God’s love brighten your holidays and throughout the 
upcoming new year!

Hosanna’s Christmas List: 

That everyone would know they are loved. 

That everyone would share their blessings with 
others. 

Peace on earth. 

Volunteers who are willing and able to give a day 
here and there as needed. 

Good quality commercial soldering irons. 

Frozen chickens/turkeys for needy families at 
Christmas. 

7 1/4” Irwin circular saw blades, Milwaukee 8” 
wood-with-nails sawzall blades, Paslode-brand 
framing fuel cells, Bpsch wood sonic-saw 
blades, tires for our tool truck,  surface mount 
4 foot LED light bar, Fat Max 25’ tape 
measures, 10x20 foot blue tarps, rolls of 6 mil 
plastic, and ceramic or quartz electric heaters. 

http://www.hosannaindustries.org
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With this newsletter, you will find enclosed our traditional Christmas present to you, dear friend.  It’s another Hosanna hand-made Christmas 
tree ornament, our 24th in a row, this one made by Amy out of the same kind of canning lid that the mission has used for many years in 
harvesting God’s produce from the garden and in processing thousands of jars of good food for hungry people.  I hope you enjoy it as you include 
it in your Christmas decorations this year.  We give this little gift to you with all the grace we have been given, reminding you as well as ourselves 
that Christmas is always a choice, because Christ is always the most important choice a person can ever make.  This Christmas, choose Christ.  
Choose His ways of love and forgiveness, peace and reconciliation.  Give Christ a chance to correct rather than condemn.  You will be amazed at 
what the Master Carpenter can do if you let Him carefully do His work.   Perhaps as you light a candle this Christmas Eve, please know from the 
bottom of Hosanna’s heart, how very grateful we are for you and for all that you do to help us carry on in our work.  Please continue to pray for 
us, remembering the worth of God’s grace in this world, His grace made known to the world in and through your own precious life, and sing with 
your voice of faith together with God’s children everywhere:

     Silent night, Holy night, Son of God, Love’s Pure Light!
     Radiant beams from Thy Holy Face, With the dawn of redeeming Grace,
     Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

Love and grace to you with unending gratitude, dear Hosanna friend, this Season and always, DDE

Charitable Construction Report 
At the beginning of the year we committed to helping 40 households in Richwood, WV with 
home repairs.  We have exceeded that goal with 46 projects complete year to date.  
Richwood is a beautiful small town in the mountains of southeastern West Virginia.  This 
former coal mining town that was devastated by a thousand year flood in June of 2016 is 
strong, proud, and desperately impoverished.  We provided furnaces so homeowners would 
have heat this winter, installed new roofs so rain would stay outside where it belongs, replaced 
ceilings and drywall where water had caused damage, replaced electric panels and wiring that 
was compromised, installed new flooring when the old needed to be removed, insulated crawl 
spaces to keep pipes from freezing and reduce utility bills, installed new siding and energy 
efficient windows, replaced hot water tanks and plumbing lines, and provided new appliances.  The poverty 
and flood worked together to create tremendous need in Richwood.  The people cried out for help.  
Christ called.  You responded with gifts of time, talent and treasure.  We were able to respond.  Lives are 
better.  Homes are safer.  Utility bills are lower.  God is glorified.  Thank you.

In addition to the 40 projects we had planned for Richwood, we also set a goal of helping 90 local 
households with home repairs in 2017.  We have logged 115 local projects completed year to date.  With 
your prayers, help and support we have made sure widows are safe, brought comfort and security to 
single moms and their children, have brought peace and hope to grandparents raising their grandchildren, 
and have shown Christ’s light to families struggling financially.  We have been blessed with health, strong 
bodies and talented minds.  We have a responsibility to use these blessings to bless others.  Thank you for 
sharing in this work with us.  Thank you for all the times and ways you have helped to build God’s 
Kingdom. 

Hosanna Gibsonia Update 
Opportunities to learn and grow in the aesthetic arts abound at Hosanna’s Gibsonia campus.  
Emily Cadenhead has created an open, nurturing, peaceful, refreshing environment for learners 
of all ages, skills and backgrounds.  All are welcome to learn and grow creatively.  All are invited 
to visit the natural beauty of this God-given ground.  If you have not yet taken a walk along our 
nature trail, seen the monoliths and let them speak to your soul, spent a little quiet time in our 
Carpenter’s Cabin, and wandered around the ponds we invite you to stop in, take a break from 
the rush of life and recharge your batteries while enjoying God’s creation.  If you haven’t yet 
taken a class, please consider signing up for one or more opportunities as soon as possible!  
There’s something for everyone:  stained glass work, clay construction, woodworking and metal 
working.  There are workshops that allow you to start and complete a project in just a few 
hours and evening classes that provide training in specific skills over a period of a few weeks.  
You can see what opportunities are upcoming by visiting the events page of our website, 
hosannaindustries.org or by following us on our Hosanna Gibsonia Facebook page.

Hurricane Recovery 
Brian Hetzer has been doing initial research, contact and preparation for Hosanna Industries to bring our much needed skills and resources to 
the Houston area.  Many areas are still in the cleanup phase of disaster recovery.  They are just now starting to get organized in regards to 
rebuilding and gathering information from homeowners to determine need.  Brian intends to make an initial trip to the Houston area the second 
week of December so that he can determine how we can best assist needy homeowners with recovery efforts.  That trip will allow him to 
describe our mission to local leaders and assess the current conditions firsthand.  We will then receive Brian’s report and design a relief program 
that we expect to be implemented in the early months of 2018. 

Thanksgiving Thankfulness 
This year, the mission will be delivering Thanksgiving groceries and home-cooked meals to many of the needy households that we have met 
and served earlier this year.  Early during the week of Thanksgiving we expect to provide Thanksgiving dinners to 10 local households and 18 
households in Richwood, West Virginia. 

Christmas Gift Delivery 
Christmas Gift Delivery Day is fast approaching.  The gifts that are purchased by the women of the First Presbyterian Church of Bakerstown 
and other friends of the mission need to be delivered.  What a blessing it is to bring gifts to a home suffering from the pain of poverty.  
Imagine the expression on the face of a woman who hasn’t received any gifts in years, imagine the anticipation of the little children who have 
presents under their tree, imagine your heart filled with joy because you were a part of this Christmas moment.  Gift pickup will take place 
on Saturday morning, December 9, between 8 and 11 at Hosanna’s Gibsonia campus - 3930 Dickey Road.  Deliveries must be made before 
Christmas but specific times will be worked out between the volunteer and the homeowner.  Sign-ups for gift delivery are limited.  Go 
online to the events page of our website or call 724-770-0262 as soon as possible to register.

Mission Worker Apprenticeship Program 
Do you want to use your life to serve the Lord?  Would you like to learn how to do framing, 
masonry, plumbing and more?  Does a ministry education that would help you to preach, teach, 
and live out the Word through your vocation interest you?  Contact us today about our 
apprenticeship program!  This three year program will give you a solid foundation in the 
building trades and in ministry disciplines.  Throughout your educational experience you will 
also gain field exposure, making you fully prepared for ministry in the building of God’s 
Kingdom.  Call 724-770-0262 today to learn more about this incredible opportunity.

Volunteering at Hosanna 
We have been developing our 2018 calendar.  If your church, business, small group, or family 
would like to schedule a volunteer date with us, please go to the volunteer page of our website 
and fill out the contact form so that we can get you added to our calendar.   It is important to 
get your request to us as soon as possible, especially if you are considering working with us in 
the summer as our calendar fills up quickly.

Golf Benefit 
On a beautiful day in September approximately 100 people gathered at Wildwood Golf Club 
for Hosanna Industries’ 20th annual golf benefit event.  Nearly $70,000 was raised that day so 
that we can continue to meet the needs of hurting people in our community!  Thank you, 
everyone, who contributed in making this event a great success. 

Tiny House 
The tiny house movement is going strong throughout the United States.  Many are being built 
and used to house the homeless and other individuals in urgent need of safe shelter.  Earlier 
this year Hosanna began building a tiny house to help a group of young men learn construction 
skills.  We are just putting the finishing touches on it now.  If you are interested in this house 
or in learning more about how we can build these for people in need please contact Brian at 
724-770-0262.  The cost for this tiny house is $20,000.  It is full of charm and was built to be 
set upon a permanent foundation at your site.  It includes a kitchen/living area, bedroom, loft 
room and full bath.  The kitchen has a cooktop, sink, and refrigerator.  Quartz radiant heat 
keeps the house cozy and a washer/dryer combo makes laundry easy and convenient.  If you 
are interested in seeing our first tiny house model first-hand, please make arrangements with 
Brian to visit the New Sewickley campus where it is currently located.

Harvest Project 
We have canned our last jars of vegetables for this year.  Thank you to all who helped plant, 
weed, harvest and process all of the produce.  Thank you also to all who donated jars, spices, 
vinegar and vegetables.  Because of your help we were able to produce nearly 500 jars of 
canned goods for hungry people.
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