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Hammers, Hearts, and Hands 
V O L U M E  2 6 ,  N U M B E R  4                 N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6

As I write these words, our nation pauses to 
celebrate Veterans Day in grateful recognition 
of the thousands upon thousands of men and 
women who have protected our country’s 
unique freedoms.  One of them, a sergeant by 
the name of Joyce Kilmer, fought during World 
War I with the 165th Infantry far from home 
in the European theatre.  He was killed in 
action near Ourcy, France on July 30, 1918, at 
the age of 32.  Though his loved ones had to 
suffer the heartbreak of his loss as many do, 
Sergeant Kilmer left these words which have 
remained with us for nearly a century - 

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast; 

A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 

A tree that may in Summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 

Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree.

Our world couldn’t exist without trees.  They 
cleanse the air and provide oxygen for us to 
breathe.  They hold the soil against erosion 
and offer habitat for innumerable birds and 
other small wildlife.  They shade the earth 
from the scorching heat of the Summer, and 
paint the landscape with breathtaking beauty 
in the Fall.

Like all living things, they are born to live, they 
grow, and one day die.  Poplars grow twice as 
fast as oaks, but live only half as long.  Even in 
death, like a poet’s words, trees contribute 
great value to our lives.

They provide fuel for our fireplaces to heat 
our homes in Winter.  Most of our houses, 
even if they show a handsome suit of brick, 
are framed up with wood.  The paper you are 
holding right now came from a gracious tree.  
The pen I am using was fashioned out of 
wood.  The old rocking chair in my study that 
I am sitting in right now was once a tree more 
than a century ago.  The bookshelves nearby 
and all the volumes they hold that have been 
my teaching companions through the years, all 

these came from trees.  Around the world 
over, experts tell us that there are more than 
23,000 varieties of trees that are an integral 
part of our planet’s cyclical ecological system.

Wood is a substance unlike any other in our 
world.  It can be split, chopped, rived, and cut.  
It can be turned, planed, joined, shaped and 
sanded.  It can be burned as fuel, converted 
into other useful products, or finished with a  
protective coating intended to last for 
hundreds of years.  Without wood, our music 
would be limited to the sound of brass.

Once, 2000 years ago, a tree was felled 
halfway around the world.  Its wood was 
crafted into an old rugged cross upon which 
the Prince of Glory died.  Only God could 
have anticipated the particular purpose of that 
tree. 

A year ago, when the mission acquired its new 
facility in Gibsonia and began to re-purpose 
that property for a new chapter of God’s 
work, my daughter Emily took note of the 
beautiful trees there that had lived, while 
others died, and while others still emerged 
beneath tall boughs as tiny saplings.  In the 
Autumn she saw how the majestic oaks 
dropped thousands of acorns upon the 
ground, each one holding the potential of 
becoming, one day in due time, another tall 
oak tree in the forest of our lives.

Nobody but God can make a tree.

It’s been another amazing year at the mission, 
dear friend!   Thank you for all you’ve done in 
providing the blessings that God used to make 
all of this possible!  We used thousands of 
2x4’s and sheets of plywood, swung a lot of 
hammers, and drove a lot of nails in helping 
many of God’s needy children during the 
course of 2016.  Much of what was 
accomplished came from trees that God 
purposed for such work.

When a little tree is born, perhaps only God 
can be aware of this new life and all the 
potential worth that lies within that delicate, 
fragile structure.

Centuries ago, an unknown carpenter from a 
far away land took wood from a fallen tree 
and crafted, with adze, mallet and chisel, a 
primitive trough.  It was built to hold hay for 
the feeding of animals, but it became the first

Hosanna Industries, Inc.
The Real Worth 
A student from our training program wrote:  I’m really happy that you guys came to show us how to make stuff.  My mom 
wants me to make her stuff when I get out of placement.  I thank you guys for putting a smile back on my face again and thank 
you for talking to me at the end of the work we did.  It really made me think about what i can do in my life.  Maybe I might 
work for you.  Ok?  Thanks again.

A lady who has had a lot of difficult issues said through tears that Hosanna Gibsonia classes have healed her soul.

From a former client who received Christmas gifts last year:  I would like to thank you so much for the gifts to us; we are 
extremely grateful for your generosity…On Christmas Day when Lealah opened her present, her eyes lit up, and she was so 
excited.  She has not stopped playing shopping; it is so cute… It was the best gift she got…. It had been 9 years since I got to 
open a gift so I cried joyfully.  Thank you for making Christmas joyous and happy.  I know there are angels on earth - thanks to 
you.  God bless!

From a client on the phone:  You saved my life!  I have a serious breathing issue and if you hadn’t replaced my furnace this past 
February I would have died.  I remember you every day.

From a phone message from a client whose voice was mixed with tears and excitement:  I know you get a lot of phone 
messages!  I hope they are all messages of thanks!  You made me feel like a queen for a day!  Such a blessing…  I can take a 
shower now!  I can wash my hair!  I can go out of my house again!  I haven’t had hot water for several months now and had no 
where to turn.  United Way told me to call Hosanna Industries.  I am so grateful.  I have never felt more cared for!

From a friend of the mission:  I just had to let you all know how blessed I was to have been included on your mission to 
Richwood, West Virginia this past week!  Your organization is truly led by your love of Jesus and your compassion for the 
people you touch, both recipients of your services and your volunteers.  You all took time and patience with everyone as 
needed and I want everyone to know that Hosanna Industries is a worthy and blessed organization to give to.  I pray I will be 
asked to volunteer many times again in the future.  We only just scratched the surface of all the pain and suffering happening in 
the world today but we were able to help some!  Without you, those people may not have seen relief for a much longer time!
Thank you all for asking me to help out!    

Dear friends of Hosanna Industries, thank you so much for 
your support of this mission that changes lives.  From the 
students who learn through our trade skills program to the  
people who attend classes at Hosanna Gibsonia, from the 
clients who receive home repairs to the volunteers who 
help make them happen you are changing lives.  Thank you 
for creating the turning point that changes people’s lives 
from stories of fear and discouragement to accounts of 
security and hope, that turns the page in the book of their 
lives from one riddled with embarrassment and pain to a 
new page complete with dignity and peace, whose stories 
used to tell of deprivation and sorrow but now ring with 
compassion and joy.   Thank you for turning hosanna cries 
into shouts of hallelujah.  We are forever grateful.

End of Year Gifts 
We have more than 100 households on our current waiting 
list and many more in Richwood, West Virginia who are 
hoping for our help.  We have classes and workshops to offer 
at Hosanna Gibsonia.  Our budget for 2017 is more than 
$2,000,000.  Please consider blessing us so we can continue 
to bless others.  And don’t forget, to make sure that any year 
end gifts are postmarked by December 31 if you would like 
credit for your gift in 2016. 

Hosanna Industries’     
Christmas Wish List

• A Good-Quality Rototiller 
• Art Supplies for Kids such as 

glue, scissors, water color 
kits, glitter, etc. 

• An Old Sleigh 
• Tabletop Christmas Trees 
• Gift Cards 
• Office Supplies 
• Pint Size Canning Jars 
• End of the Year Financial 

Gifts 
• Peace on Earth 
• Goodwill to All 



cradle of a new-born swaddled child whose angel-announced name was Jesus.  He would grow up to become Savior of the world.

Soon you may be joining with countless people around the world in decorating your home for the upcoming holiday season.  Perhaps 
a different kind of tree, a Christmas tree, may adorn your own dwelling place.  Upon its branches, an unknowable variety of ornaments 
may be hung, each reflecting its own particular meaningfulness.

Enclosed within this newsletter mailing is our little gift to you.  This year, a simple ornament made of wood and stamped with the 
impression of an acorn.  As you hang this little handmade ornament upon your tree, may you be inspired to prayerfully reflect upon 
the worth of your own God-held life, how you like a tiny acorn, have grown into the great person you are and are yet capable of 
becoming still!

Only God can fully plumb the depths of potential that lie within an acorn.  Only God can know the fullest potential of what yet lies 
within you and me.  Only God can grow greatness.

While all the world slept, a little boy was born to a world aching for God’s love.  On that silent night, He was born to “raise the sons 
of earth, born to give us second birth!”  His unique life blessed this world forever, and because of that, so can we if we so choose.

Thank you, dear Hosanna friend, for who you are and for all the good you’ve done.  May God’s love surround you throughout the 
Christmas season and always.
~ DDE

Construction Update    
When you think about turning points in the story of your life, what memories come to mind?  
Marriage, a career move, the birth of a child, a move to a new state?  These are significant life-
changing events.  To the households Hosanna Industries serves, their answers often include similar 
events but then a tragedy, a loss, a time of pain.  Then poverty with embarrassment, fear, frustration.  
Finally another turning point.  They call Hosanna Industries in need of home repairs.  We replace 
their furnace or windows or roof.  We share hope and peace and joy.   And as their house is repaired, 
somehow their lives are transformed as well.  Then we receive thank you notes because their 
children are allowed to have friends come play for the first time in their lives, because they decided 
to go back to school, because they decided to look for a job for the first time in a decade, because 
we saved their lives, because they just had to thank the angels who came to help them in their time 
of need.  And so, thank you, dear friend.  Thank you for allowing us to make a difference in the lives 
of 130 households in need this year.  Thank you for the new furnaces, windows, roofs, handicap 
ramps, and hot water tanks that you provided.  Thank you for the smiles, hugs, and tears of joy.  
Thank you for hope renewed, faith restored, peace provided, and lives transformed.

West Virginia Flood Recovery 
With so much happening in the news and in our own lives, it is too easy to let other people’s 
struggles slip from our minds.  The floods that tore through Richwood, West Virginia in June turned 
that community upside down.  In September a small team of mission workers and volunteers from 
Hosanna Industries headed to Richwood to lead a group of volunteers getting work done for 
households in desperate need.  Fifteen households were helped and approximately $100,000 of 
market value work was completed.  A new chapter in their life stories was written.  In 2017 we are 
hoping to continue our work there, restoring homes and lives to a sense of normalcy once again.

News from Hosanna Gibsonia 
Making a difference in people’s lives is what Hosanna Industries does.  Sometimes through the 
mechanical arts with home repairs and new constructions and sometimes through the 
aesthetic arts.  Classes and workshops at Hosanna Gibsonia focus on art, nature, health and 
spirituality.  Here people find a place of creativity and reflection, a sanctuary of peace and 
acceptance, the encouragement to try something new, to dream and to do.  They tell us that 
our classes have changed their lives and that we have helped them to discover talents they 
never knew they had.  They love the camaraderie and the time to learn and grow together.  
Come join us.  On Sunday evenings at 6PM we have a worship service led by Rev. Dr. Donn 
Ed.   On Wednesday evenings at 7PM we host a Bible study.  Information about classes and 
workshops can be found on the calendar page of our website:  hosannaindustries.org/
upcoming-events/ or on our Hosanna Gibsonia Facebook page.

Trade Skill Training 
Young people from MHY Family Services (formerly Mars Home for Youth) and Pressley 
Ridge Academy are learning about tools and materials from our mission workers.  They are 
learning the values of builders, the skills necessary to do home repairs and new 
constructions work, and how to be a builder.  These students have had difficult lives.  They 
are survivors.  Through the leadership and guidance of our dedicated staff, these students are 
gaining skills and feeling valued.   Their life stories are starting to change as they are 
introduced to new possibilities for their lives.  Please pray for us as we work with them and 
for these young people who have been through so much already.

Special Events
Hosanna Industries’ 5th Annual Festival of Trees is being held at Quality Gardens, 409 Route 
228, Valencia, PA 16059.  Mission workers and friends of the mission are busily making 
ornaments and decorating a variety of beautiful trees to be auctioned on November 17, 18, 
and 19.  Tasty treats and live music will be available for your enjoyment at this free event.  
Come, see all the gorgeous, creative trees, and put in a bid to take one home or give as a gift 
this Christmas season.  Visit our website http://hosannaindustries.org/upcoming-events/ for 
more information about this event.

Gift delivery day is coming up soon, too.  On Saturday December 10, pre-purchased and 
wrapped gifts will be loaded into the vehicles of thoughtful and kind volunteers who will 
deliver them to households Hosanna Industries has helped throughout the year.  This is your 
opportunity to spread peace and joy this Christmas season, it is your chance to be a part of 
a wonderful tradition of sharing God’s blessings, it is your time to create wonderful 
memories.  Pre-registration is required!  You can sign up today by calling the office at 
724-770-0262 or online at hosannaindustries.org/christmas-gift-delivery.

Coming in 2017 
Volunteers, we need you!  We need individuals and groups who are willing and able to give their time and talent to households in 
need.  Come on out.  Swing a hammer, wield a paintbrush, operate a saw with us.  If you are already skilled in construction, please 
consider using your gifts to make a difference for our impoverished neighbors.  If you know little about tools and materials, come 
learn a new skill while serving a household in need.  Visit our website hosannaindustries.org/volunteer/ to learn more.

Perhaps God has given you artistic skills and talents.  Have you considered sharing them with others?  Have you thought about how 
your gifts could make a difference in another person’s life?  If you have a little time and a talent to share, please contact Emily 
Cadenhead at 724-770-0262 regarding programming at Hosanna Gibsonia.

On February 9 we will be hosting Galentine’s Day, a ladies’ night out event, at Hosanna Gibsonia.  On March 30 we will hold our 
next Love Your Home seminar, a chance to learn basic home repairs, at Hosanna Rochester.  On April 1 we will hold our third 
annual 5K at North Park and on April 9 we will celebrate our 27th anniversary at the Sunday evening worship at Hosanna Gibsonia.  
Please mark your calendars and consider joining us for these events!

Seeking New Mission Workers and Interns 
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in January of 2016 the average number of years that workers had stayed with their 
current employers was 4.2 years.  The current mission workers at Hosanna Industries have been serving the needy for an average 
of more than 15 years.  We are builders.  Builders of homes and lives.  We recognize that just as we use a hammer to nail two 
boards together, that we are joined together through committed relationships; that just as a pry bar can be used to undo mistakes, 
we must have grace for all; that an awl provides insight and we must have it too, that safety goggles and work gloves offer 
compassion and so must we.  We believe we are called each day to service, that using our charisms (talents) is important, that 
acting with compassion and working within community is essential.

If you are looking for a meaningful path for your life, if you want to help hurting people, if you believe that working hard and praying 
harder is good for the body and soul, you should consider mission work at Hosanna Industries.  If these thoughts resonate with 
you and you believe God is leading, please do not hesitate to talk to a mission worker about what it means to serve at Hosanna 
Industries.  
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