
Board of Directors 

Todd Rossman,                          
President

Rob Hawranko,
Vice President

Stacie Lowery, 
Treasurer

Laurie Searles,
Secretary

John Austin

Donn Ed,
Ex-officio

Mission Workers 

Amanda Becker
Emily Cadenhead
Katie DeJournette

Amy Ed
Becky Hetzer
Brian Hetzer
Julie Wettach

Donn Ed
Executive Director

Hosanna Industries, Inc. 
109 Rinard Lane

Rochester, PA 15074

Phone:  724-770-0262
Fax: 724-770-0266

e-mail:
mail@hosannaindustries.org

website:
www.hosannaindustries.org

PA 014687

Follow us on Twitter:
Hosanna_Ind

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/   

HosannaIndustries
or 

Hosanna Industries Gibsonia

United Way Codes:
Allegheny County: 3750
Butler County 62211

CFC Code: 70758
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At the mission’s Rochester campus, a large garden is planted every Spring that produces bushels 
upon bushels of food that is lovingly processed by our mission workers and volunteers in order 
that hungry people can be fed.  I am always deeply amazed by the mysteries and miracles of a 
garden; how the soil can be properly prepared, furrows dug, seeds planted, and then the patient, 
watchful waiting for gentle rains, warm sunshine, germination, growth, blossoming, fruiting, and 
harvest.  During the past several weeks, we’ve been harvesting and canning from time to time 
when we can break away from other work, and I have been astonished to see nearly 30 bushels of 
produce enter the kitchen from a patch of ground that just months ago was nothing more than 
fallow soil!

I think gardening is so meaningful to me because, beyond the food producing aspects of a 
vegetable garden, there is so much symbolism about life and faith, work and growth.  In a way, all 
worthwhile enterprise is at least a little bit like gardening, and perhaps all of our lives are, as well.

The constructive building characteristics of Hosanna’s mission have continuously reminded me 
through the years of a garden’s cycles; how initiatives begin, how and in what ways growth occurs, 
the blossoming of effective effort into the results of work well done, the harvest-time as the 
seasons of collective souls change, and the important moments of reflection, preparation, the 
unending quest for better future methods when Winter comes to spread its white blanket over 
the restive ground.

For those who have dedicated themselves to God’s service through the mission’s work, we’ve 
often found ourselves contemplating the deep and various meanings of four cardinal values that 
we call “the 4 C’s” namely, Call, Charism, Compassion, and Community.  I believe deeply in these 
values, and I think they are close to the heart of Hosanna Industries, but they are never easy to 
live out as they constantly challenge every one of us to rigorously pursue God’s will in our work.

God calls, but the divine call is never without consequence.  When God calls a man or woman 
into some form of meaningful service, that call has a mysterious way of bearing heavily upon who 
we are, what we do, and why.  In our changing and often self-centered world, I think that the 
thought of God’s call may be usually considered as a momentary, snapshot-like experience for the 
few overly-religious types out there in the human community, but I wonder if God’s call is actually 
something we all hear throughout all of our days like a beautiful song playing somewhere in the 
distance, too customary to stop and pay attention, too unnoticed to elicit obedience.

God gives all of us gifts, charisms, in abundance, but it is so easy to think that these resources are 
of our own fashioning, instead of the One from whom all blessings flow.  Our personalities, our 
memories and histories, our greatest triumphs and deepest sorrows, our talents and special skills, 
our uniqueness as individuals all created in God’s same image, all these and so much more are 
gifts given to be employed in God’s service, and yet we tend to use these gifts, and misuse them, 
according to our own designs and directions rather than the Lord’s.

We live in a hurting world, and we ourselves are not at all impervious to injury and yet God’s 
Word instructs us to be compassionate toward others, always striving to set aside our own 
burdens and sufferings as we aim to remove these from the shoulders of others.  Sometimes, it is 
easy to be compassionate, but though I have never found it easy to be always compassionate, I 
know in my heart of hearts that until and unless I do learn to be consistently compassionate, I’ll 
be standing as a stumbling block against God’s grace instead of serving as a bridge toward that 
grace. 

Born as we are, usually as single individuals, we soon learn the lessons of walking and talking, 
thinking and being as though the meaning of life was contained in the small sphere of our private 
selves.  The concept of community challenges us to consider an entirely different way of being.  
Community never degenerates the value of the individual person, but lifts the individual self
into a higher form of living in which we think of others more highly than we think of ourselves, 
we discover our own personal value within the fabric of relatedness rather than alienation, and 
we learn that the best which life has to offer benefits the most instead of the least.  Community
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The Real Worth 
We can’t explain our gratitude to our friends at Hosanna Industries for such an absolutely incredible week serving God and 
bringing hope to so many families in need.  It was a week we will never forget.  We look forward to all the ways in which we can 
serve alongside all of you again.  Our prayers are with you every day as you constantly respond to those calling out, “Hosanna”.  So 
much love and gratitude and blessings to all of you.  ~Nate

We just don't know what to say for what you all have done for us in this time of need.  You were right there for us.  Thank God.  We 
were just overwhelmed by the situation and your staff showed up at mom's home to put on a new roof in one day.  It is just 
amazing.  Seeing all this has showed us there are truly good and helpful people in this world still.  Thank you all and God bless. ~ 
Rose

I don’t have words to express my appreciation for everything Brian, Becky, Amy and Katie have done for me…!!  I love my new 
bathroom sink.   I have severe back problems and now I don’t have to bend so low - what a relief!  I never thought I’d be over the 
moon about a toilet, but I am!  Let’s not forget they also gave me a new sink faucet.  I haven’t gotten anything new in years.  I walk 
through the kitchen just to look at it.  ~Joe

May God bless each and every one of you for your works of love towards me and the improvement of my home.  I greatly 
appreciate it.  you are ALL angels in my eyesight.  ~ William

This has been an awesome adventure!  You are all wonderful and your work is awesome!  Good bless you all!  Thank you for this 
experience!  We had a great time and will recommend you to all we see!  We appreciate your patience, skills and compassion for 
everyone you meet.  Hope to see you again! ~ Iowa/Nebraska Congregational Churches
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can never really happen unless we are truly willing to sacrifice the sovereignty of self for the sake of others.

Call, Charism, Compassion, and Community, this is what we work with at the mission all the time, even as these issues work on us 
continuously through the influence of God’s Spirit.  If Hosanna has a garden of the soul, these are the resources that make it grow.  
I cannot think of a better example than Jesus Christ, who dealt with and wrestled with the same ideas of Call, Charism, 
Compassion, and Community, and who in another garden called Gethsemane decided once and for all to discard His own private 
will in choosing the will of God which embraced the welfare of the whole world.  It has been said that His apostles turned the 
world upside down.  I think what made that possible, then, was the silent, solitary maneuver that Jesus employed in Gethsemane 
when He prayerfully turned upside down the “M” of “Me” into the “W” of “We”.  That act may be the most important and life-
saving work that any man or woman could ever do.  

Soon, dear friend, the leaves will be turning, and the beauty of Autumn will be upon us.  Much of the year’s work will be done.  If 
Winter comes, there will be time for quiet reflection and rest as God’s garden lies fallow for a while.  Peace to you in the days 
that lie ahead.  Thank you for the very important things you do to keep the mission moving forward.  Please pray for us, always.  
Get your favorite sweater ready, maybe take a walk through the soon-to-be falling leaves with a friend, light a fire, and remember, 
the difference between “Me” and “We” can make all the difference in the world. 

~ DDE

Construction Update    
Cries for help continue to be heard at Hosanna Industries every day - the elderly 
woman whose hot water tank hadn’t worked in three months, the woman who is 
soon going to have spinal surgery and needed a new toilet and grab bar, the 
impoverished man with the leaking roof, the family with three members suffering 
from cerebral palsy who hadn’t had access to their back yard for years, and the 
people who have needed roofs, furnaces, windows, gutters, and plumbing.   We have 
heard the cries, raised dollars, led volunteers, gathered necessary tools and 
materials, and changed the lives of more than 100 households in our region this 
year.  The market value for our work these past eight months is approaching 
$1,000,000!  Thank you for all you have done to make it possible for us to provide 
hope, peace, security, dignity and joy to people in desperate need.   We are forever 
grateful for you.

West Virginia Flood Recovery 
Richwood is a former coal-mining town in West Virginia.  Just over two months ago flood 
waters came rushing down the mountainside, taking cars and houses down with it.  In this 
small town with a population of approximately 2000, about 250 homes were either damaged 
or destroyed in the flood.  This down-to-earth, hard-working community needs help and so 
the mission workers of Hosanna Industries began fundraising.  With about $15,000 available, 
we are sending a crew to Richwood the week of September 18.  We will be leading volunteers 
from around the country and will assist five households with framing, flooring, insulation, 
electrical, and drywall hanging.  At the same time we will be teaching the people of Richwood 
how to do the work we do.  They need to learn to lead the volunteers who come to help, 
they need to realize how much work can get done in a short period of time with the right 
leadership, and they need to know that although the flooding left much work to be done, they 
can rebuild.  Please pray for our mission workers and for all people who have been affected by 
the storms of life.  If you would like to support our efforts in Richwood please visit our 
website, www.hosannaindustries.org, to make an online donation or send a check to 109 
Rinard Lane, Rochester, PA 15074 with "West Virginia" in the memo.  If you'd like to volunteer 
with us on future mission trips, please call Emily Cadenhead at 724-770-0262.

Summer Staff 2016 
Thanks to generous donations, Hosanna was able to hire six young people for our summer 
staff program this year.  They swung hammers, ran screw guns, hung drywall, installed siding, 
harvested vegetables from our garden, answered cries for help and brought hope to the 
weary.   When asked about their summer they said they learned humility and that no job is 
too small.  They learned the importance of detailed communication and gained valuable 
lessons in leadership as they helped to lead and guide volunteers this summer.  They grew in 
remarkable ways as they entered into homes and lives very different from their own.  Thank 
you, Charlie DeJournette,  Amy Haines, Robbie Hetzer, Bob Jackson, Tessa Sentell, and David 
Wymer, for your help this summer, for giving your time and talent to the needy, for being a 
part of our little mission. 

News from Hosanna Gibsonia 
If you haven't yet visited Hosanna Gibsonia, what are you waiting for?  If you haven't taken 
a class there you are missing out!  In northern Allegheny County the Hosanna Gibsonia 
campus offers 8 acres of beauty with ponds and woods and a walking trail.  Come visit!  
Trail walks are scheduled for every Tuesday and Thursday morning.  If you are interested in 
learning more about God and His word, Bible studies are scheduled for Wednesday 
evenings and worship services are being held on Sunday evenings.  If you want to learn art 
techniques our open studio nights are the perfect time to learn watercolor painting, 
copper enameling, clay construction, jewelry making, stained glass work, crocheting and 
more.  If you've dreamed of a pantry stocked full of delicious, healthy foods our canning 
classes are the place for you!  Please visit our website to learn about or register for these 
events and more.  You can also follow us on our Hosanna Gibsonia Facebook page to keep 
updated as new programs are offered or contact Emily Cadenhead at 724-770-0262.

Trade Skill Training 
With all of our experience in home construction and repairs throughout the years, we 
have much to offer to those interested in learning about tools and techniques.  We are 
working with young people from MHY Family Services (formerly Mars Home for Youth) to 
provide them with basic knowledge of the trades.  In the first class we helped the students 
build picnic tables and benches.  They were able to handle tools, learn about the materials, 
build something practical, and see the results of the work of their hands.  At a time when 
there is a shortage of skilled workers in our country, this training may prove invaluable in 
these young lives.  We look forward to continuing training with MHY Family Services and 
beginning training with more young people in the near future.  Please pray for us as we 
seek to make a positive difference in these lives.

Special Events
As I'm writing this I'm sitting at hole #14 at Wildwood Country Club.  The skies are blue, 
the grass is green, and the laughter is plentiful.  What a wonderful way to raise some 
$63,000 to bring much needed home repairs to impoverished households in our area and 
to provide spiritual and artistic opportunities for those who wish to learn and grow with 
us.  Thank you to all who came out to wield a golf club so we can continue to wield 
hammers and paintbrushes!

Do you love the beauty of nature in the fall, campfires, tractors, good food, and music?  
Please join us for our Autumn Fest at Hosanna Gibsonia on October 22 from noon to 
4PM.  

Then, before you know it Christmas will be here.  Are you looking for a uniquely themed 
Christmas tree this year?  Come to Quality Gardens on Route 228 on November 17, 18, 
and 19 to enjoy live music and hors d’oeuvres, to bid on a tree or two, and to get into the 
Christmas spirit!

Love your Home, a basic home repair workshop will be held on Wednesday September 
18th from 6-8PM.  If you’d like to learn how to maintain your home, we will be teaching 
drywall, minor electrical and minor plumbing.  Come learn a new skill with us!

Peoples Gas is providing an energy conservation class on Wednesday, October 12 from 
5:30-8:00PM at our Hosanna Gibsonia campus.  You will learn simple energy conservation 
tips before winter, receive an energy conservation kit, and be provided with dinner. 

For more information or to register for any of these events, please visit our website at 
www.hosannaindustries.org.   You can also find more information on our Facebook pages:  Hosanna 
Industries and Hosanna Industries Gibsonia.  We look forward to spending time with you soon!

Godspeed and Farewell 
Longtime mission worker, Amy Lee Firek, has decided to hang up her boots and move on.  Throughout 
the years,  Amy helped with our summer staff program, volunteer program, special events, public 
relations, vehicle program, and Gift Delivery Day.  And some 2500 households received our much needed 
services during her tenure with us.  Thank you,  Amy!  God be with you.

Autumn 2016 Wish List

Tabletop Christmas Trees, 
preferably pre-lit

Children’s Art Supplies

Long Handled Flat Shovels

Firm Grip Nitrile Dip
Cotton Work Gloves 
in a variety of sizes

25’ tape measures
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