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Hammers, Hearts, and Hands 
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Life is full of questions, and when those questions are asked, we’re often benefitted with 
answers.  For 25 years at Hosanna Industries we’ve been building with dreams, visions, 
architectural plans, ideas, tools, materials, machines, and human skills, and I’ve learned that 
one of the most important questions a builder asks is “What’s next?”  Until the work is over 
and the project is completely finished, a good builder is alway asking, “What’s next?” and 
preparing for what’s to come.

A few months ago, the mission paused along the way of its usually busy activities to express 
deep gratitude to God for the innumerable blessings of the past 25 years since Hosanna 
Industries was born.  More than 300 people gathered to break bread, reflect upon the past, 
and scan the distant horizons.  I am grateful to everyone who attended and supported the 
event, and especially appreciative that we all had the opportunity together to thank the One 
from whom all blessings flow.

In my remarks that evening, I noted that through our first quarter of a century of service, an 
estimated 100 million pounds of material had been moved and handled by mission workers 
and volunteers in conducting the thousands of projects across the country that we’ve been 
privileged to lead, and as dedicated hearts and diligent hands moved those 50,000 tons of 
material, we were continuously asking the builder’s question, “What’s next?”

How deep should we dig for this footer?  How many yards of concrete should we order?  
What will we do if it rains?  When can the volunteers break for lunch?  What must be 
complete by sundown?

What’s next?

Less than a year ago, I met a new friend at a meeting in which he presented a vision to 
establish a place of beauty, healing, spirituality, and nature upon a tract of land where he was 
raised by the loving and creative people who once called that place their home.  Six months 
ago, that same individual sat down with me in my home and described the heartbreaking 
reality that the task was too hard and the burden too heavy for his hands to bear alone.  I 
asked, “What’s next?”  He responded, “Do you have any ideas?”

The next evening I shared a quiet, mid-December dinner with the president of our Board of 
Directors, Todd Rossman.  I described the history of the property, the sequence of 
conversations, the development of relationship, the possibilities for the future.  With a great 
step of faith and leadership, Todd answered my “What’s next?” with “Let me take it from here, 
I’ll begin to look into it.”

Two weeks ago, I received word from Todd that following four months of investigation, 
discussion, prayerful consideration, and hard work, our Board of Directors unanimously 
decided to acquire this new property and to establish a new spectrum of programming there 
that will seek to help many more people through the avenues of art, healing, spirituality, and 
nature while promoting and advancing Hosanna’s primary task of alleviating the suffering of 
those who need our help.

Because of the gracious generosity of people just like you who have supported not only 
Hosanna’s past but have also given to promote the promise of a stronger future, all that is 
needed has already been provided, and soon the new beginning, as unexpected as it is 
remarkable, will come to be.

What’s next?

On April 9, 1990, the Monday morning after the Palm Sunday when Hosanna Industries was 
born at Bakerstown Church, I met in the early morning hours with Andy Yates, Scott Mahan,
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The Real Worth 
You may have read this in our weekly e-newsletter.  It bears repeating.  If you don’t receive our e-blast and would like to, 
please call Amy Ed at 724-770-0262 or email her at amyoed@gmail.com or sign up online at www.hosannaindustries.org.

Ada lives with her grandfather, Tom, who had called asking for some assistance from Hosanna. He is the sole guardian of little 
Ada as her mother and grandmother are both deceased.  We helped Tom with a furnace replacement and sent some things to 
brighten up Ada's 9th birthday.  It was going to come and go uncelebrated.   You see,  Tom was unable to cover the costs of all 
the repairs needed on his home and knew Ada's birthday would have to be a quiet one.  I am happy to report that Ada had a 
wonderful birthday party with decorations in the theme of Frozen as that is her favorite Disney movie.  She had food and 
cake and ice-cream and opened up some gifts wrapped and sent from friends she may never meet.  

The gifts were sent wrapped in paper matching the birthday theme and her Grandfather had hidden them in a closet where 
he was sure she wouldn’t see them before her birthday.  She happened to find them, though, and asked, "Pap who are these 
presents for?" 

" Well, who do you think they are for?" he asked.

She replied," I don't know...it can't be me.”

" Why can't it be you?”

" You said, we could go for ice-cream on my birthday but that would have to be all this year.  Besides, only girls on TV have 
birthdays with presents." 

He responded, “They are for you Ada.  You can't open them until your birthday." 

" Where did they come from?" she wanted to know.

“I think your mom and grandma sent some angels."

It may not be Hosanna’s mission to provide birthday gifts to young children.  But it is our mission to make dreams come true, 
to spread love and joy and peace and hope., to make a difference for people in need.  Thank you for helping us to do just that 
for Ada and her pap.
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Todd Ewers, and Rob Boone.  These were our first mission workers on their first day of work in the life of a brand new 
mission.  With the excitement and enthusiasm of strong young people, they had one question on their minds, “What’s next?”

I began then to answer that question to the best of my ability, and I suppose in some important and maybe even mystical ways, 
we’ve really never stopped hearing that question and doing our best to answer it with the resources of God’s love and grace.

Life’s full of questions.  Sometimes, we even get answers.

In the Gospel record of His spoken teachings, Jesus taught of another question that people sometimes ask.  “Lord, when did 
we see thee hungry and feed thee or thirsty and give thee something to drink?  When did we see thee a stranger and invite 
thee in or needing clothes and clothe thee?  When did we see thee sick or in prison and go to visit thee?”

Jesus answered that question this way, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.”

Thank you, dear Hosanna friend, for all you do to make this happen.

~DDE

Construction Update    
What can seven women and two men accomplish for the needy in our community in five 
months?  If they have wonderful friends and supporters, are dedicated to working hard, 
dreaming big dreams, staying organized, and serving the Lord, they can lead over 400 
volunteers, complete 63 repair projects for people in need, turn two abandoned houses 
into beautiful new homes, train six disadvantaged young men to become builders, and 
plant a garden for harvesting and canning later in the year.  Wow!  They can laugh and cry 
and pray.  They can bring hope, restore peace, spread joy, offer security, and renew faith.  
They can answer prayers and make dreams come true.  

Remember, the greatest thing in all the world is an idea given by God to a believer who is 
trying to do His will.  That was true 25 years ago when Donn Ed and the First 
Presbyterian Church of Bakerstown took a step of faith and founded a little mission to 
help the needy.  It has been true every time one of you has written a check or donated 
online to Hosanna Industries.  And it is true today as our mission workers are preparing 
the footer for a new home for a widow in great need.  

Because of your kind and very generous support throughout the years, a young family 
received a new furnace this past winter, a wheelchair bound woman got a ramp to allow 
her access to the world, a disabled veteran who suffers from post-traumatic stress 
disorder received new flooring, and a nine year old girl received birthday presents which 
she NEVER expected.

There is a sign in our office, “So many suffer so much, while so few give so little.”  Thank 
you dear friends for your gifts, for making miracles happen, for alleviating the hurt felt by 
so many of our neighbors, for changing the cries of “hosanna” into shouts of “hallelujah!”  
You bless us everyday.

25th Anniversary Celebration 
Our 25th anniversary celebration at the Marriott in Cranberry Township 
was a wonderful event.  On April 8, 1990 Rev. Dr. Dick Morledge 
commissioned the newly born Hosanna Industries and on March 20, 2015 
he asked the Lord’s blessings upon this little mission once again.  The 
original four mission workers to whom we are all indebted because of their 
great steps in faith as they helped to form Hosanna Industries were all 
present, as were many other past mission workers, friends and family.  It was 
a wonderful evening, highlighted by the announcement by our Board of 
Directors that we not only hit our anniversary campaign goal of $250,000 
but exceeded it.  The generous gifts that showed your love and support of 
Hosanna Industries gave us the strength needed to move into this next 
quarter of a century of responding to God’s calling. 

A Warm Welcome 
There are a few new faces at the mission these days.  John Austin of James Austin 
Company in Mars, PA has agreed to serve on the Board of Directors of Hosanna 
Industries.  We are excited to have him lead, guide, serve, and shape the mission as we are 
continually looking toward what’s next.

Bob Jackson of Butler, PA has returned for his second summer serving the mission on our 
summer staff.  We joyfully welcome back this strong, solid, stable young man as part of our 
team.  Additionally, Robbie Hetzer and David Wymer will be joining our summer staff this 
year for the first time.  Both of these young men have worked with the mission several 
times in the past and we are excited to have them with us for the summer, working and 
learning, serving and growing.  Please pray for these recent additions to our Hosanna 
family and for all of our mission workers, volunteers, and households to be helped.  The 
summer season is upon us and we have many volunteers to lead and much work to be 
done.

Benefit Events 
Our first annual 5K was a tremendous success thanks to the hard work of Jeannette 
Evans and Amanda Becker, the more than 130 runners and walkers who supported us 
that day, the people and businesses who gave massages, stretching, and food, and the 
beautiful weather.  Nearly $6000 was raised so we can continue to bring help and hope 
and healing to hurting neighbors.

Our 11th annual Spring Trap Shoot was also a great day full of sportsmanship, 
camaraderie, great food, and fun.  More than 100 came out to support Hosanna Industries 
at the Northside Sportsmen's Association on Saturday May 16.  More than $13,000 was 
raised to further the mission’s work.

It’s time now to sign up for our 18th annual golf benefit!  On Monday, September 21 we 
will be at Butler Country Club swinging golf clubs, enjoying delicious food, and spending 
time with good friends.  Go to our website, www.hosannaindustries.org and visit the 
Upcoming Events page to learn more and to register for this great event.

When it is time to swing our hammers and help a needy household, we bring our best, 
work hard and have fun.  When it is time to relax a little and raise some funds, we bring 
our best, eat well, and have fun.  Come join us!

Seeing Jesus 
Donn Ed’s most recently published book, Seeing Jesus:  Reflections on the Mission of Hosanna Industries upon its 25th 
Anniversary is available by contacting the office at 724-770-0262.  A donation of $15 is suggested for a copy of this book and 
proceeds will benefit the mission.

Looking Ahead to a New Tool Truck 
Good builders are always asking the question, “What’s next?”  Today when we ask that 
question, one of the answers is, a new tool truck.  Our current truck has served us well 
but is beginning to show signs of its age.  We have begun researching new trucks that 
could serve the mission for many years.  $40,000 will allow us to purchase and paint the 
truck we soon hope will transport mission workers, tools, and materials to places where 
people are in need.  Please consider a special gift to the mission’s truck fund to help keep 
us moving down the road to the next project.  

Opportunities For You 
If you are looking for a place to hold a retreat or if you need a speaker for a church, business or social event, reach out to 
Amanda Becker.  If you have some free time and would like to volunteer a few times a month as a Hosanna Helper or if you 
enjoy canning and would like to help with our Hosanna Harvest project, give Emily Cadenhead a call.  If you would like to 
provide a Thanksgiving dinner for a lonely client household, contact Amy Ed.  All can be reached at 724-770-0262.


