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Hammers, Hearts, and Hands 
V O L U M E  2 5 ,  N U M B E R  1               M A R C H  2 0 1 5

Several weeks ago, I found myself at the workbench in the mission’s woodshop once again, 
this time crafting a replacement leaded-glass panel for one of our current rehabilitation 
projects.  As a couple of our mission workers arrived late in the day to assist me, I couldn’t 
help but remember a time years ago when the mission first attempted a similar project in 
crafting stained-glass windows for the sanctuary of Morledge Chapel.  Then, the project 
lasted through a summer of evening work sessions.  We learned much, worked hard, and the 
results still inspire volunteers and visitors alike who see them for the first time today.

Now, we are working hard in these wintery months to rehabilitate several homes at the 
same time.  One is located in Beaver Falls and was gifted to the mission by a banking 
institution that intended to demolish the aging house before it learned of the unique and 
amazing possibilities that become available at Hosanna Industries.  This structure was 
originally equipped with a very large and gracious front door, leading into a spacious 
entryway.  Sometime in the past, the original leaded-glass panel within this door was damaged 
and removed, and a rough piece of plywood was bolted to the door in its place.  

My heart overflowed with joy when one of my colleagues suggested we craft a new leaded-
glass panel for this broken down door. I considered how others may have simply replaced the 
old door with a new one, or perhaps a wooden repair job would have been the path of 
another.  I love the way in which imagination, memory, experience, and possibility work in the 
mind of a mission to restore that which others may throw away.  As the entire house neared 
completion of our efforts, the new leaded-glass panel was installed in the old door.  It fit 
perfectly, and really complements the character of what is now a beautifully restored house 
that will soon become home to someone who needs a place to call their own.

In seeing this happen once again at the mission, my mind is filled with wonder at the ways in 
which God looks at the brokenness of our lives, taking the little and variously colored pieces 
of love, forgiveness, time, and influence, and joins together various resources that are 
necessary, much like the soldered joints of a leaded glass panel, to bring restoration to lives 
that were formerly broken.  

The second house that I earlier referred to is located in the Homewood district of 
Pittsburgh.  There, the anguish of poverty and hopelessness nightly brings disturbing reports 
of violence, crime and hatred.  In arriving at that address upon my last visit as this house 
neared completion of our restorative work, a tear welled up in my eye when I entered 
through the front door, only to witness some 40 men and women, boys and girls, black and 
white, affluent and poor, volunteers, mission workers, trade-skill trainees, all children of God, 
joining hands, bowing their heads, and offering a quiet prayer for guidance at the start of 
another new day.  As I focussed upon two hands joined together in prayer, strangers who had 
never met before, one hand dark, the other light, I considered again how God’s hands take 
the little colorful pieces of our lives, and join them together with grace to restore and to 
build a better world.  

In a few days, dear friend, Hosanna Industries will pause to celebrate the 25th anniversary 
since its founding on Palm Sunday, 1990.  As my pen writes these words, I can hardly believe 
what those words actually convey; so many pieces of necessary resources through these 
fleeting years, all joined together by the Master’s hands, to hopefully bring a little more 
beauty and a little more happiness into a world that seems lost in its brokenness without His 
love.

Thank you for making all of this possible.      ~DDE
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With Thanksgiving 
Two dear friends went home to be with the Lord recently.  Powerful teachers, loving souls, 
strong influences, both Dyke B. Orms and Mary Jessica Terrell will daily be remembered with love 
and missed by the mission staff. 

Years ago, Donn Ed spent roughly 4500 hours in Dyke Orm’s workshop.  This “classroom” had a 
huge influence upon Donn and ultimately Hosanna Industries.  While he was learning about 
woodworking, electrical theory, welding, and metallurgy, physics, geometry, and aesthetics, while 
he was learning how to properly build and repair things with his own hands from his engineer 
father-in-law God was building and repairing within Donn certain characteristics that would be 
beneficial to His service when, many years later and far removed from Dyke’s shop, Donn 
established Hosanna Industries.  In the 25 years of service since the mission’s birth, the building 
lessons learned from Dyke Orms,  Amy Ed’s father, have accompanied the mission every day.  It is 
in honor of Dyke that the Orms Tool Room in Morledge Chapel is dedicated.

Mary Terrell, a lifetime educator, also shared many lessons with the mission.  Lessons of 
organization, dedication, and humility, of the value of teaching and learning, of patience, 
attention to detail and strength of character.  Mary served for many years on Hosanna 
Industries’ Board of Directors and as President of the Board for a time.  It is in Mary’s name 
that the Terrell Trade Skill Learning Center was established in 2013 to train disadvantaged 
young people to be builders,  tying together Mary’s faith in the Lord, her love of inspiring 
people and the value she placed on education.  Young men have found a new direction for 
their lives, have taken a new path of learning, have become builders, and are starting their own 
businesses because of their learning in the Terrell Trade Skill Learning Center.

Thank you, Dyke and Mary for your unending influence on the mission of Hosanna Industries! 
We will continue to use all you taught us and will carry on your legacy of love and learning. 
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Construction Update    
It has been pretty cold this Winter but that hasn’t slowed down our mission 
workers.  To date we have completed 21 projects for households in need in 2015.  
Our work may never go viral on the internet but the family whose children are 
comfortable in their house today because Hosanna provided them with a new 
furnace is beyond grateful for this little mission.  The young dad who has a new 
refrigerator to store his family’s food remembers us with joy whenever he pours a 
glass of milk or prepares a bowl of cereal.  The hard-working single mom of two 
whose new windows are now keeping out the cold of Winter and will soon be 
opened to let in the fresh air of Spring knows the value of our work not only on 
their home but also in their hearts.  The furnaces and flooring, painting and 
plumbing, appliances and electrical work are important.  The spread of hope and 
peace, love and joy are even more valuable.  To know someone cares about you 
enough to come into your troubled world and make a difference can be 
transforming.  Thank you for all the love and support you’ve given us the last 
quarter of a century so we can continue to share your blessings with others in 
need.

In addition to this repair work, Hosanna’s mission workers have been working 
diligently on two other major projects.  In January, Hosanna received the donation 
of a house in Beaver Falls.  It was owned by a bank and they were going to demolish 
it, cutting their losses.  A friend of the mission encouraged them to consider 
donating the house instead.  With the help of wonderful groups of volunteers from 
Perinton Presbyterian and Dutihl United Methodist Churches, the renovations are 
almost complete.  If you or someone you know is interested in owning a new home 
in Beaver Falls, please contact the mission at 724-770-0262 for more information.  
We would love to help a family get into this adorable new home.

Finally, we have continued our Trade Skill Training Program.  Six young men from the 
Homewood neighborhood of Pittsburgh continued their learning as we led them 
through the complete renovation of a house in their own neighborhood.  In 
collaboration with Operation Better Block, we were able to purchase an abandoned 
home and lead the young men through the work.  Several are becoming quite 
competent and are working toward starting their own businesses.  This program 
means the world to these students.  They don’t have many people who believe in 
them and they don’t have many opportunities to improve their lives in Homewood.  
We believe in them and are providing them with real opportunities.  One told us 
this program was his best Christmas gift.  Another called three times in 24 hours 
just to let us know how excited he is about working with us.  A third got teary when 
we brought him cupcakes for his birthday, asking repeatedly, “Why’d you do this?”

Thank you, dear friend.  Thank you for helping struggling young families have heat in the cold of winter.  Thank you for allowing 
Christ’s love to shine for a lonely elderly widow who needs some work done on her home but more importantly needs to 
know she still matters to someone.  Thank you for helping a struggling young person from a depressed neighborhood of 
Pittsburgh find meaning and value and purpose.  You make a difference everyday and we are so very grateful for you.

The Real Worth 
“Like a summer breeze I love you and your wonderful all star cast.  Thank you Becky and Brian and the girls and the plumber” 
~Alice

“Just a kind note to say thank you for your thoughtfulness at Christmas.  Your Christmas gifts were beautiful and will be so 
helpful… You all really cheered me up after just getting out of the hospital the day before Christmas.  God bless all of you for 
your wonderful Christian work.” ~ Deborah

A volunteer recently told us, “Working with Hosanna is like a holiday for me.”

Students prepare for carpet 
installation in Homewood

Hosanna Helpers 
We are in need of some help.  There are several days each month that we could use a few extra 
pairs of hands to help us get our work done.  If you are available to occasionally volunteer on 
weekdays with our mission workers, please contact Amy Lee Firek by email at 
amylee@hosannaindustries.org or 724-770-0262.  No skills are required, just willing hearts and 
hands.

Benefit Events 
Do you know what running 3.2 miles, shooting clay pigeons, and eating at a few delicious local 
restaurants all have in common?  They can all help Hosanna Industries to replace roofs, install 
electric panels, provide furnaces, install windows and update plumbing for local households in 
need.  With your support, the events listed here will all help us make miracles happen.

We are happy to announce a new and exciting way to promote and support Hosanna Industries’ work.  On April 18 we will 
be holding our first 5K run/walk at North Park.  Each participant who registers by March 28 will receive a tech t-shirt, a bag 
of goodies and refreshments during and after the race.   The course is a relatively flat loop around North Park swimming 
pool and ball field areas with start and finish lines adjacent to Harmar Pavilion. 

It is also time to register for our 11th Annual Spring Trap Shoot which will be held on Saturday, May 16 at the North Side 
Sportsmen’s Association.  Breakfast and registration begin at 8AM.  Each shooter will be provided with 12 gauge shells for 
two rounds of 25 shots, breakfast and lunch.  An impossible shot contest, auction baskets, and a chance to win a gun will all 
add to the fun of the day.  Come on out, bring a few friends, have a great time, and help us hit the mark for needy families in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania.  

Registration and sponsorship information for both the HI-5K and the Spring Trap Shoot Benefit can be found under the 
upcoming events tab of our website, www.hosannaindustries.org.

Finally, there are several dine to donate opportunities at local restaurants.  On March 22 please visit Anthony’s Coal Fire Pizza 
in Cranberry Township who will support us that day if you mention our name when ordering.  On Sunday, April 12, please 
join us at the First Presbyterian Church of Bakerstown to hear Rev. Dr. Donn Ed preach and to commemorate 25 years of 
Hosanna’s service.  Afterwards enjoy lunch or dinner at Applebee’s in Richland Township to support Hosanna.  Finally on 
Tuesday, April 28 Mad Mex in Shadyside is holding a benefit dinner on our behalf.  

Thank you for all the ways you help Hosanna Industries so we can continue to help our neighbors in need.  These benefit 
events will help us serve about 150 households in 2015.

25th Anniversary Celebration 
Do you know what happened a quarter century ago in Bakerstown, Pennsylvania?  Were you there when four young men 
knelt on the red chancel steps during the Palm Sunday worship service at the First Presbyterian Church of Bakerstown?  In 
1988 a young pastor had a vision.  The Lord had need of a few people who would devote themselves to helping the needy 
right here in Southwestern Pennsylvania.  Donn Ed couldn’t have known at the time what would come from that vision.  Joy 
and heartache, love and laughter, sore muscles and sleepless nights, renewed hope and transformed lives.  Nearly 3000 
households helped.  Nearly $50 million of market value construction work for the cost of about $14 million.  Almost 150,000 
volunteer days given in service to the poor.  Hosanna Industries is celebrating 25 years of service at 
the Marriott in Cranberry Township on Friday, March 20.  We’d love to have you join us!  Please visit 
our website, www.hosannaindustries.org/rsvp and sign up today.  Let us celebrate together what the 
Lord has done!

This Beaver Falls house is ready 
for a new homeowner.

One of our faithful 
Hosanna HelpersLook at that leaded-glass in the Beaver 

Falls house we have for sale!
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